
Homestead “Epitaph”
Silver Saddle “Horn”

Silver Spruce “Compass”
Outpost “Express”

Pathfinding “Prints”
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Reporting from the beautiful Red Creek Valley...and beyond!

From the Director’s Chair... 
A Note About Leadership

continued on page 7...

Can you believe that it’s already time to start 
making plans for next summer?  Enrollment 

forms are in the mail or on our website.  Send 
them in soon to reserve your spot for a 

Summer of Significance in 2008!

Summer 2008 Dates:
Silver Saddle, Silver Spruce, 
Outpost, and Pathfinding:

First term: June 14 - July 10 
Second term: July 15 - August 10

Homestead:
First term: June 14 - June 26

Second term: June 28 - July 10
Third term: July 15 - July 27

Fourth term: July 29 - August 10

Remember: 5% discounts apply to siblings and 
early birds (paid in full by January 1, 2008).

First term 
Pathfinders 
April Hearne 
and 
Carolyn 
Hushek 
showcase 
some of 
Colorado’s 
beauty in the 
Elk Creek 
area

“Leadership and learning are indispensable to each 
other.”  John F. Kennedy

    Hello CSC friends!  It’s been a few months (or longer) 
since we’ve seen you but we hope you are all doing 
well out there in the wide, wide world and that you 
campers are spreading the camp experience by using 
the skills you developed at camp.  As we further refine 
COL, our new leadership and counselor-in-training 
program for older campers, leadership is one such skill 
that I have been thinking about recently.  So what is 
camp about?  Camp is about fun and friends.  It’s about 
community.  It’s about being in and understanding the 
“outside” world.  And it’s about developing youth into 
caring, thoughtful, and responsible adults.  This hap-
pens at CSC as we focus on the development of specific 
skills, like positive leadership, that allow campers to 
reach the above outcomes.

“The only real training for leadership is leadership.”  
Anthony Jay

    Like so many of the life skills we focus on, the dif-
ficulty is that experience is required to develop these 
skills and that experience seems to be harder and hard-
er to come by for youth in our society.  In our schools, 
teachers are expected to do so much more than is pos-
sible with the ratios and the necessary focus on specific 
aptitudes.  Athletics also have to focus on specific apti-
tudes and so often take this focus too far, even at young 
ages, greatly hindering the potential positive life skill 
development.  Negative trends in family life can hinder 
this development.  Decreased time available for infor-
mal family interaction removes time for youth to model 
parents.  Conversely, extremely high levels of parental 
involvement and protectiveness rob youth of the op-
portunity to experience life and develop these skills for 
themselves.  Even in stable and supportive family situ-
ations youth development is enhanced in these areas 
if  they are able to step outside the comfort and safety 
of their immediate family and explore and challenge 
themselves out in the world.
    The learning process has to involve exploration 
– attempting different approaches and discovering 
and overcoming challenges.  Where can this happen?  
Camp!!  Because of the natural social and physical op-
portunity presented, and because it is our focus, camp 
provides the ideal environment in which to achieve 
developmental success.  At CSC, campers can try, fail, 

Preparing for 
Slideshow Mania!!

Slideshow season is almost upon us!  In Janu-
ary 2008, a few of us will hit the road and ven-
ture across the country to bring the CSC family 
together.  Every place we stop, there will be a 
gathering of camp people, old and new, at a 
CSC family’s home.  We’ll relive last summer’s 
experience through our slideshow, help our 
new friends understand what CSC is all about, 
and get excited about Summer 2008.  If  you 
were at camp in 2007, you’ll even be on the big 
screen a time or two!  Our traveling schedule 
will be posted on our website by January, and 
invitations will be mailed to you if  there is a 
show in your area.  In the meantime, submit 
your 2007 camp photos for consideration in 
the slideshow and let us know if you’d be in-
terested in hosting a show in your home.

We’ll see you there!
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Chatting With The Office Crew...

Jack Once Caught a Phish This Big...

Michael’s MusingsLaughing with LJ
   And a happy Autumn to you.  It is quiet 
in the RCV, too quiet.  While the off-season 
gives me the opportunity to kick back, watch 
football, and go on extended drives across the 
country, it also makes me yearn for the hectic, 
busy-bee life-style of the summer.  Anyway, 
you play with the hand you’re dealt, right? 
Right.  Since it is fall and camp is shut-down 
until the end of April, I have spent most of 
my time on the emotional roller coaster that 
is being a fan of Cleveland sports teams.  My 
grandfather was from Cleveland so that is 
where my allegiance comes from. The In-
dians were playing good baseball and the 
Browns are surprisingly competitive.  So I 
got that going for me, which is nice.  

      I have completed one of my road-trips to 
and have just returned from California.  I first went to Kansas, for a cousin’s wedding and then to my home 
state of Iowa.  Nothing like a Midwest October weekend.  It was a wonderful time full of family bonding, 
which in my family means playing golf.  Playing a lot of golf.  More golf than is probably necessary.  Again the 
passion for golf comes from my Grandfather.  My trip to California was wonderful as well--I was able to see 
some good friends.  I also came face-to-face with one of nature’s most complicated creatures, actually related 
to the stork, the curious bald-headed turkey vulture.  Additionally, I saw a golden eagle.  It was neat.
     So, until the snows come and then melt I remain forever in the dishroom.                                              Gus

Dear CSC families and friends:
   As yet another year at camp winds down, I find it 
winding down even more for me personally.  After 
eight great summers in the Red Creek Valley, I’ll be 
hanging up my spurs and heading out into the great 
unknown (otherwise known as the city of Durango).  
   Each year that I spent here has been unique, bet-
ter than all the rest for one reason or another, and 
has significantly influenced the person I have become 
since I first stepped foot here in 2000.  I can’t imagine 
what I would have done with my life if  I hadn’t spent 
it here—if a random link of friends hadn’t connected 
me to CSC and made it my summer destination dur-
ing my college years and my home in the years fol-
lowing.  
   My only solace is that CSC will always be here, for 
me and for everyone, unchanged and full of opportu-
nity.  Late this August, long after second-term camp-
ers had gone, we had a few school groups out to the 
Valley to get an abbreviated CSC experience in three 
days.  One night at dusk, I ran into a parent chaper-
one hunched over in the bushes by Main Lake.  I ap-
proached him to find out what he was doing and the 
man stood up, grinning ear to ear, to show me hands 
full of rocks and mud.  He eagerly explained how he 
had been hunting for fossils in the dirt and was as 
delighted as a Spruce Boy to have found them.  I real-
ized then that this man, who had been on CSC soil 
for maybe 24 hours, had already found the time to 
rediscover himself.  It’s not actually so hard if  you’re 
in the right place.  
   And as magical as the valley itself and the trips in 
surrounding areas are, the true magic of CSC comes 
from the human aspect.  Thinking back across eight 
years of friends reveals that the beating heart of 
Colvig Silver Camps is the people who call this valley 
home, for thirty-seven years or for a single summer.  
Thanks to every person with whom I have come into 
contact over this near decade for making my life what 
it is and for making me who I am.
   I won’t go too far—see you at a final campfire or 
reunion down the line…                       Lindsay James

Greetings and salutations,
   Well the leaves are falling and the New York Foot-
ball Giants are winning, so the fall has been pretty 
good, so far.  I could depart on a rather lengthy ac-
count of my personal journey since camp ended, or 
give a few anecdotes that I probably find a little too 
funny.  Instead, I just give you one anecdote.  It’s not 
all that funny, but I think it’s rather clever.
    Recently, I found myself in Lower Downtown, Den-
ver (the hipsters call it LoDo), a block away from Co-
ors Field during Game 3 of the World Series, with a 
platoon of Colvig staffers.  As a native New Yorker 
and a Yankees fan I take great pleasure in rooting 
against all things Boston, so being right in the heart 
of “Rocktober” you would think that our attention 

Supporting each other every day:  
LJ and Clay, holding Jack, Michael and Eagle 

would be solely on the Rockies.  But, whenever you 
get camp people together, camp stories and next sum-
mer are the only discussed topics.  Even while the 
Rockies were making an improbable comeback, we 
were more excited about who was coming back for 
the summer of ’08 and reliving the chronicles of Sla-
gathor and the Manimal.
    One might say that the moral of this story is that even 
though camp may seem farther than seven months 
away, it is always in the forefront of our thoughts and 
hearts.  So, the Rockies lost Game 3, and ultimately 
the Series, but it was wonderful to walk out of LoDo 
filled with camp nostalgia and anxious feeling for 
June 14th to arrive so I can walk up the Valley.  
   Do me a favor … keep it real.                     Jack 

Two Terrific Years: Miguel Arias, DiNero Asvestas, 
Matthew Ater, Paige Basting, Miguel Bernardez, Ter-
rance Bia, Whisper Bissonette, Charlie Bovard, Sara 

Bowlby, Sam Connan, Logan Crabb, McKenna Crabb, 
Joe Dileo, Megan Doherty, Biz Dolci, 

Forrest Eagle, Natalie Engel, Bucky Engel, Grant 
Fessler, Alec Fontana, Morgan Golightly, Jake 

Iliohan, Nicole Indovino, Edward Kehoe, Lena Klett, 
Apryl Leonard, Sarah Lerwick, Sam Linda, Ian 

Massey-Russell, Sydney McKinney, Lehua Miller, 
Noah Miller, Dylan Mitchell, Marshall Montoya, 

Jonah Morrison, Sean Moyle, Vanessa Moyle, Brian-
na Neese, Chris Niles, Newman Porter, Avra Saslow, 

Eli Saslow, Drake Scully, Kai Sherman, 

Andrew Shumway, Haakon Sigurslid, Wade Smith, 
Ben Weinstock, D’kota White, Ben Young, 

James Young
Three Thrilling Years: Eli Beck, Spencer Beck, Devon 

Bone, Cooper Colvig, Katie Cooper, Danny 
Cummins, Leila Duman, Clara Duman, Parker 

Fliedner, Kyra Fuqua, Eliza Goldberg, April Hearne, 
Austin Hearne, Dana Hutchins, Chris Janjic, Andrew 

Lane, Cory Luker, Harris Lynch, Garrett Marshall, 
Jamie McNamee, Serenity Mitchell, Anna Schimel, 
Chas Schwaebe, Philip Shumway, John Shumway, 

Taz Steyskal, Kelly Thrall, Betsy Ward, Hank White, 
Sam White, Josh Zimber

Four Fabulous Years: Jeff Crocker, Conor Curtis, Billy 

Donnelly, Leo Eagle, Rica Fulton, James Fulton, Max 
Kaplan, Elliott Marshall, Meredith Marshall, Jack 
Martens, Sam Martens, Ben Pope, Naomi Winard

Five Fantastic Years: Alex Campbell, Elaine 
Campbell, Ian Campbell, Alex Cooper, Sarah 

Greefkens, Rachel Miller, Spenser Sparks, Ayla 
Staelin-Lefsky, Brendan Ward

Six Significant Years: Gordon Arnold, Devon Brown, 
Jake Cooper, Katherine “Parker” Fritcke, Max 

Lehman, Dave Loveless, Zoe Schultz, Sara Witz
Seven Special Years: Korey Bednarz, Klaire Bednarz, 

Holli Hipwell, Trish Murphy
Eight Excellent Years: Scott Hipwell 

Eleven Esteemed Years: Carolyn Hushek

Congratulations to all of our return campers in 2007!
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Keeping up on 
the lives of former 

staff and campers of 
Colvig Silver CampsAlumination

Hello CSC Alumni!
Here is your opportunity to scout out your 

old camp friends and bring back those camp 
memories from so long ago.  Thanks to every-
one who took the time to call, write, email, or 
visit us and tell us what and whom you recall 

from your favorite summers.  It is heart
warming to read these messages and see what 

an impact CSC has made on so many lives.  
Inevitably, someone’s information will be 

incorrect or outdated, or maybe we forgot to 
include you in this issue.  But there is a simple 
solution for that:  CALL US!  EMAIL US!  STOP 

BY!  WRITE US A LETTER!   VISIT THE ALUMNI 
SECTION OF OUR WEBSITE!  Believe it or not, 
we do get a little lonely up at the compound 

during the winter and each time we hear from 
our camp friends our days are brightened! 
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The Seventies

Don Anderson, cmp’71, now works as a per-
sonal consultant and trainer, but remembers his 
Spruce days well.  He remembers being a “trou-
blemaker”, having Craig toss him in the lake, and 
good times with Elton Parks, cmp’71-’74;  
Bradley Howard, stf’71,’72, fondly recalls the in-
famous 5-day Lake Powell to Mexican Hat raft 
trip; he now resides in nearby Bayfield, CO;
Mary (Schilling) Klismith, stf’74,’75,’78, works 
as a School Counselor in Park City, UT.  She is 
married to Paul Klismith, stf’78, and they have 
two sons, Scott and Daniel.  Mary believes herself 
to be the oldest Sundance Film Festival volunteer, 
having helped out for more than 22 years.  She 
loves CSC for all of the great friends, great music 
and conversation, and amazing trip adventures 
she had; 
Larry Lucas, stf’70,’71, was one of the few who 
was able to camp in the RCV before camp was 

built there (right around the tennis court area).  
He works for the Forest Service in Sandy, UT, and 
has a wonderful family; 
John Mullican, cmp’77, is celebrating thirty years 
since he was a camper!  He now lives in Topeka, 
KS, where he is a Professor of Biology at Wash-
burn University and fondly recalls being at camp 
the same summer as Andy Williams’ daughter, 
Noelle, and a horse packing trip to Navajo Lake; 
Nancy (Ebert) Murphy, cmp’73, stopped by 
CSC this summer with her husband Bob as they 
trekked across the country in their RV;
Emily (Crews) Barkley Peterson, cmp’71-74, 
stf’77-’81, now lives in Minneapolis, MN, is 
married with three children, and works as an 
English as a Second Language Teacher.  CSC was 
her second family!; 
Jon Steen, cmp’79,’80, was lucky enough to be 
in the first batch of Outpost campers.  He now 
lives in Alexandria, VA, where he is raising some 
future campers; 

The Eighties
Line Antonsen, stf’81,’82,’84,’86, lives in Esbo-
enderup, Denmark; 
Meredith (Wilk) Arms, cmp’82-’90, her husband 
John, and their son Isak, cmp’07, welcomed baby 
Mia Isabell Arms to their family (see page 5).  
They live in Grapevine, TX; 
Gary Brown, stf’?, is now married with two boys, 
working his dream job as a paramedic/firefighter 
in Gilbert, AZ.  He can’t forget the end of camp 

Volunteer Week Strikes Again!

continued on page 4...

Silver Dollar Spruce cabin in 1977, (top) Russ McCaleb, 
Rob Perkins, Alan Ater, Todd Jones; (bottom) (unlabeled), 

(unlabeled), John Mullican, and David Ferer

2006 Wrangler Cora Vorwald (right) and her friend 
help to break in our new horses, Tex and Blackjack

Thanks to a small but mighty crew of volun-
teers, we were able to get the summer of 2007 
off to a smooth start.  Art Clack, stf’70-’73,’82, 
his wife Danni Fogle, and their children Quinn, 
cmp’07, and Logan, cmp’07,  were a power-
ful force throughout camp for several days, 
staining the Lodge deck, cleaning and sighting 
the camp rifles, clearing trails, and doing gen-
eral maintenace on our office computers.  Lo-
cal Lindsay Lashbrooke, cmp’02-’04, and her 
friend cleared trails and helped Eagle with a 

few other projects.  Cora Vorwald, cmp,’94,’95, 
stf’06, showed up (as she had through most 
of the winter, along with her sister Peggy) to 
help out our new wranglers and get our horses 
ready for campers.  Thanks also to all of our 
2007 staff who arrived a few days early to lend 
a hand.  In the meantime, save the date for Vol-
unteer Week 2008--May 30-June 3!

The new CSC garden next to Homestead, 
ready for flowers, veggies, and herbs!
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continued from page 3...

May 2007
Dear Colvig Silver Camps Family,

It has been nineteen years (I think) since I was 
a camper there (but it certainly doesn’t seem 
that long ago).  I have, on rare occasion, been 
fortunate to return to the Red Creek Valley over 
the past many years to recall my many great 
memories there.

CSC helped me find my identity -- for many 
years it was the only place where I really felt 
like I belonged.  CSC also instilled in me a love 
for nature and an appreciation for the peace 
that the outdoors offer.  After spending four-
teen years in the San Francisco Bay Area, I have 
finally made it back home to Colorado -- much 
closer to the mountains, and a bit closer to Du-
rango.  It feels good to feel settled.  

This summer, my friend Jesse and I are hiking 
the 3,000 mile Continental Divide Trail from 
the Mexican to the Canadian border to raise 
money and awareness for bone marrow donor 
organizations (www.marrowtrek.org).  For me, 
the most anticipated aspect of this summer’s ad-
venture is the opportunity to revisit my outdoor 
roots -- the many places in Southwestern Colo-

rado that I 
explored as 
a camper at 
CSC.

We are now 
in Grants, 
New Mexico, about 440 miles into our hike 
(and enjoying our first day off!).  In a few 
weeks, we will pass over Wolf Creek Pass 
(where June delivered a very welcomed resup-
ply during my Pathfinding summer) and into 
the heart of the San Juans (where I enjoyed 
countless backpacking outings), before con-
tinuing up through the Collegiates (where I 
got my start climbing Colorado ‘s fourteeners).  
I don’t know how much I will recognize from 
my days at CSC, but I expect it will feel like a 
long lost home.

I will be thinking of CSC often as I hike the 
mountains and passes and valleys.  I hope 
things are going as strongly there as ever.  I 
wish everyone the best.

Sincerely,

Jim Schoettler, camper 1982 - 1987 

letter from an alumnus...staff party; 
Lewis “Lew” Carpenter, stf’87,’88, notes that 
“CSC was the jumping off point for a life filled 
with highlights.  Many great jobs as a writer, re-
porter, and editor; a variety of wonderful rela-
tionships, starring my wife of 14 years, Christine; 
traveling from Alaska to Chiapas to Amsterdam 
within the span of a year; and an abundance of 
sunny days.”  His favorite memory was seeing the 
powerful, uplifting effect nature and self-reli-
ance had on the kids and teens at CSC.  Lew now 
lives in Littleton, CO;

Randy Friedman, cmp’80-’87, his wife Brenda, 
and their 1 year old daughter, Ellie, live in Bing-
hampton, NY, where Randy teaches philosophy 
at Binghampton University; 
Melissa Glick, cmp’86-’88, stf’93, is still living 
in Chicago, IL; 
Kathleen Krust, cmp’82-’84, lives in San Fran-
cisco, CA; 
Helen (Marine) Law, cmp,’80,’81, attended 
Colorado College and UC Santa Barbara.  She is 
now married with two daughters and serves as 
the Director of Operations at CitiMortgage.  Her 
favorite memories are horseback riding through 
a grove of aspen trees, hiking along the Duran-
go-Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad, finding 
an Indian arrowhead in the desert, and so many 
more!;
Ari Miller, cmp’86,’87, and Gina Miller, 
cmp’86,’87,  stopped by this summer to relive their 
old CSC memories.  Gina fondly remembers Me-
gan (Weidmann) Sustar, cmp’85-’92,stf’96,’00-
’05 and Amy Wasserman, cmp’85-‘89; 
Andy Ratcliffe, cmp’86, lives not too far from the 
Red Creek Valley, in Durango, CO; 
Jennifer (George) Ryan, cmp’83-’85 now lives in 
Phoenix, AZ; 
Cherie (Rollie) Thorpe, cmp’82-’84, lives up 
north in Victoria, BC; 

The Nineties
Lauren Gardner, cmp’94,’95, stf’99, stopped by 

to visit in September.  She spends her winters in 
Columbus, MT, where she works as a personal 
assistant, and her summers as a chef on a private 
yacht in Alaska; 
Sally Hushek, cmp’94-‘00, is engaged to Chris 
Houx; they’re planning a December 2008 wed-
ding; 
Susan (Russell) Landry, stf’97, still keeps a shoe-
box full of her CSC notes and keepsakes at her 
home in Wilmington, NC where she now lives.  
Susan lived in the Caribbean for five years, where 
she met her husband; they just had their first 

child, Austin Mackenzie Landry (see page 5);   
Chelsea Miller, cmp’93-’98, now living in La-
Porte, CO, recalls good times on the disco trek up 
Sunshine in Outpost and still has friends from 
camp;
Mica VanSlingerlandt, stf’97, now lives in Lou-
isville, CO;
Peggy Vorwald, cmp’90-’94, stf’03,’04,’06, 
is getting her Master’s in Molecular Biology at 
UCLA in California; 
Jason “Daddy” Williams, stf’99,’00, recently 
married Erin Woods.  They have a daughter, Vio-
let, and work at Prescott College in Prescott, AZ; 

The Naughts
Michael Brinkmeier, stf’00,’02,’03, was married 
to Amy Samuelson on February 5th.  They cur-
rently live in Milwaukee, WI; 
Erin Frank, stf’04, stopped by Durango this sum-
mer on a vacation from her home in Elgin, IL.  Her 
favorite memory was her Dark Canyon trip sec-
ond term 2004 with Mark Quinn (stf’01,’03,’04) 
and an amazing bunch of campers.

Wacky staff shot from 1982

Jim (top) with his 1986 Spruce cabin

Mountain Queen Saddle cabin in 1995: 
(top) Molly Cooper, Amy Westphalen, Darrah Boxwell, 
(bottom) Becca Freedman, Erin Rorbach, Chelsea Miller, 

Emily Kaser, Marianne Herr
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Thanks, Alumni, for sending 38 campers to CSC this summer! 

EVERY LITTLE BIT 
HELPS!

John Austin Cheley 
Scholarship Foundation 

   Once again, Colvig Silver 
Camps has been blessed with 
another endowed campership.  
Now, every summer in perpe-
tuity, some lucky camper will 
be able to attend CSC free of 
charge through money given in 
memory of former camper and 
staff member, Robert Perkins, 
cmp’76-78,’80,stf’81,’83-’86, 

1964-1986. This is the second endowed camper-
ship for Colvig Silver Camps established through 
the Craig I. Colvig Fund of the John Austin Cheley 
Foundation.  The Cheley Foundation continues 
to generate more income in order to send more 
deserving campers to the Red Creek Valley for a 
“summer of significance.”  This August, Jim and 
Kelly Mazzo of California, with no connection to 
ANY summer camps, agreed to give the Cheley 
Foundation $25,000 to send five deserving kids 
to the various summer camps they serve.  They 
also agreed to match up to $25,000 more dollars 
to any NEW contributions received by the Che-
ley Foundation between now and the end of the 
calendar year.  
    If  you have always thought about donating, 
but have never quite gotten the check in the 
mail, now is the perfect time.  Every dollar you 
send will be DOUBLED!!  Think of it as send-
ing twice as many campers to CSC this summer!  
Please send a check made out to the John Aus-
tin Cheley Foundation earmarked for the Craig 
I. Colvig Fund.  Mail it to Bill Horne, Treasurer 
JACF, 10565 Centennial Drive, Alpharetta, GA  
30022-7078.  And thanks for sharing your be-
lief in camp for kids everywhere.  The CSC fam-
ily is the BEST!     

Sam Frostman, 
Awards Vice President, JACF

and proud member of the CSC family
(below, bottom right, with 1974 Pathfinding)

Scholarship Donaters
Thanks to the following familes who exhibited 
their generosity by donating unused funds in 

their camp PED accounts to the CIC Scholarship 
Fund.  Their efforts gathered almost $1400.

Charlie Hopton, Nel Iliohan & James Jenkins, Travis 
& Marla Stills, Beth Holland, Charles Schwaebe & 

Bitten Skartvedt, Alix Shafer & Denis Duman, Jay & 
Jill Indovino, Emily & Mark Klett, Chip & 

Katie Lerwick, Mick & Linda Ward, Tracy & Michael 
Dileo, Geraldine Feron, Travis Bednarz, Robert & 

Susan Lynch, Nebojsa & Ruth Janjic, Peter & Robin 
Hutchinson, Bruce & Daria Lott, Liza & Michael 

Withnall, Lacy Woods & Alex Sheshunoff, Dudley 
Beck & Glen Renner, Maria Gary, Doug Sitter, Mark 
& Mary Summers, Gregg Bone & Audrey Burnam, 
Bruce & Joyce Crocker, David Sigurslid & Brenda 
Huffman, Susan Willis, Stuart Arnold & Wendy 

Lauer, Amy & Stephen Riviere, Peter & Katie Kanaris, 
Beth Konieczny, Dave & Lucia Thoensen, David & 

Beth Schodin, and Terri Bissonette.

Homestead 2014!
These adorable children of alumni have big 

plans to attend CSC--Mia is already the proud 
owner of an embroidered pink CSC backpack!  

See details in the Alumination.

Austin “Mack” 
Mackenzie Landry, 
born July 23 to Susan 
(Russell) Landry

Mia Isabell Arms, 
born September 24 to 

Meredith (Wilk) Arms

Meredith (Wilk) Arms, cmp’82-’90, and her husband John sent their son Isak to Homestead from 
Grapevine, TX; Alan Ater, cmp’71-’77,’80, stf’83, and his wife Jill sent their son Matthew to Home-
stead from Aurora, CO;  Terri (Sweeney) Bissonette, cmp’79-83,’87, stf’91, sent her daughter Whisper 
to Saddle from Rapid City, SD;  Chris Bovard, cmp’74-’78, stf’78,’79, and his wife Allison sent their 
son Charlie to Homestead from Dallas, TX; Grant Burcham, camp’73-’76, stf’79, and his wife Wendy 
sent their daughter Emily to Homestead from Kansas City, MO;  Art Clack, stf’70-’73,’82, and his 
wife Danni Fogle sent their sons Logan and Quinn Fogle to Homestead and Spruce this summer from 
Crawford, NE; Jim Clippard, stf’80, and his wife Marianne sent their daughter Mackenzie to Saddle 
and son Alexander to Spruce from West University Place, TX; Cameron and Nicole Colvig, of Vernon 
Hills, IL, sent their son Cooper to Homestead;  Cassidy and Monica Colvig, of Tigard, OR, sent their 
son Jonah Morrison to Homestead;  Stacy (Powell) Cooper, cmp’81,’83,’85-’88, and her husband Ken 
sent three alumni children to camp from Allen, TX—Katie to Homestead and Alex and Jake to Spruce;  
Pippa (Schnee) Evans, cmp’85-’91, and her husband Paul sent their son Aidan deLaunay to Homestead 
from Dickinson, TX; Richard Fulton, stf’80,’81, and his wife Kathryn sent their son James to Spruce 
and daughter Rica to Outpost from Durango, CO;  Kendra  (Sutton) Hodapp, cmp’82-’86, and her 
husband Heath sent their son Matthew to Homestead from Henderson, NV; Beth Holland, cmp’72,’73, 
sent her daughter Anna Schimel to Outpost from Boulder, CO;  Nancy (Taylor) Hushek, cmp’70,’71, 
stf’72,’75,’77,’91-’07, and her husband Paul sent their daughter Carolyn to Pathfinding from Scott-
sdale, AZ;  Brigitte Jordan-Mincks, cmp’79,’80, stf’86,’89,90, and her husband Jon Mincks sent their 
son Sixten to Spruce from Phoenix, AZ; Dena (Miller) Linda, cmp’77-‘83, and her husband David sent 
their son Sam to Homestead from Houston, TX;  Shari Leach, stf’94,’95,’97, and her husband Ryland 
Gardner sent their son Robbie to Homestead from Lyons, CO; Amy Lehman, cmp’86,’87, and her hus-
band Alex Langerman sent their son Max to Spruce from Chicago, IL;  George Marshall, cmp’75,’76, 
and his wife Claire sent their children Elliot, Garrett, and Meredith to Spruce, Outpost, and Pathfinding 
respectively from Sugarland, TX;  Adam Miller, cmp’74-’78, and his wife Gena sent their son Noah to 
Homestead and daughter Rachel to Saddle from Houston, TX;  Louisa Padgett, cmp’79-’81, stf’85,’86, 
sent her son Ian to Homestead from Denver, CO;  Cydney (Berry) Padon, cmp’81-’84, and her husband 
Matthew sent their daughters Elizabeth and Catherine to Homestead from Austin, TX; Rush Porter, 
cmp’75-’77, and his wife Kathleen sent their son Newman to Spruce from San Diego, CA; Amy (Averill) 
Riviere, cmp’80, and her husband Stephen sent their daughter Anissa to Saddle from San Diego, CA; 
Jason Simon, cmp’79-’81, and his wife Cynthia sent their son Cale to Homestead from Forest Hill, MD; 
Lindsay (Wilk) Steinberg, cmp’78-’80,’82,’84, and her husband Jeff sent her son Brett to Homestead 
from Dallas, TX; Craig Ward, cmp’81-’85, and his wife Francia sent their son Michael to Outpost from 
Mesa, AZ; Lee Ward, cmp’71-’73, and his wife Liza sent their son Sebastian to Spruce from Albuquer-
que, NM; Barbi (Miller) Witz, cmp’72-’77, stf’80, and her husband Craig sent their daughter Sara to 
Saddle from San Antonio, TX.

Thanks for bringing more alumni children to camp than ever before!!



Page 6

CSC DiSPatCh                                                                          November 2007

Thank You, 2007 Staff!!
Spectacular Support Staff!

No summer at CSC 
could happen without 
the “always willing to 
lend a hand” Support 
Staff.  Support Staff 
members have many 
primary responsibilities 
but you can be sure to 
find them going above 
beyond each and every 
day.  From supervising 
movie nights to being 
DJ’s for the dances and 
going on trips, the sup-

port staff help Camp run smoothly.  Without their extraordinary ef-
fort the summer of significance would not be possible.  The epitome of 
selfless action could be seen second term in the form of the Chloroform 
Brothers, Richard Thomas and Cason Latimer.  They did anything and 
everything including washing dishes, helping Eagle, and supervising 
campers during staff meetings.  Spending long hours at night in the 
office is not the most glamorous part of his job, but photographer Jesse 
Kornblum sacrificed sleep and relaxation to make sure every camper 
could be seen in the pictures he uploaded.  For the second summer in a 
row Art Barn Coordinator Dani Mazzotta brought out the artist in all 
of us.  The horse program was in good hands (and sturdy boots) this 
summer under the professional and fun wranglerita team of Audrey 
Reynolds and Caroline Miller.  Rock dude and second year staff mem-
ber Kevin Hadfield safely belayed us to heights we didn’t think were 
possible.  4th year Witch Doctor Mary Donnelly made sure we were 
healthy and happy all summer long.  Our out-of-camp trips were 
made possible by the dynamic Expedition duo of Eric Nyquist and Billy 
“Slagathor” McCall.  Our prep cook tandem of Carolyn Hushek and 
Sarah Deutsch kept our bellies full and smiles on our faces as they 
helped our 9-year chef combo of Cindy Murphy and Nancy Hushek.  
Thank you to our support staff for their hard work and dedication.  
We couldn’t have done it without every one of you!

Hooray for Homestead!
High in the pines on the edge of the valley the dust never 
settles in the Old West Town where Homestead resides.  This 
summer was no exception as Homesteaders stayed busy 
with activities ranging from Alien Scavenger Hunts to Main 
Lake Fun and 
riding horses.  
Harry Potter 
Homes tead 
Day was the 
highlight of 
many Home-
s t e a d e r s ’ 
summers.  All 
four terms 
of Home-
stead embarked on an overnight trip close to home but far 
enough to get the feel of being in the woods for a night.  
Later in each term there were three-day trips that includ-
ed a desert foray to Chaco Canyon, a climb up Engineer 
Mountain, and a tube down the Dolores River.  Oh what 
a summer!  Homesteaders were under the watchful eye 
of splendid first year coordinator Cheri Buxman and her 
topnotch staff of head counselors and AC’s: Sarah Finney, 
Evan Suiter, John Alley, Alex Hughes, Molly Jones, Anna 
Kordysh, Grant Bryans, Jeff Crozier, Eli Dibner-Dunlap, 
Katy Ellison, and Rachel Zakrasek.   

Powerful Pathfinding!
This summer was a groundbreaking, earth-
shaking, and otherwise just plum exciting year 
for Pathfinding.  Both terms had the opportu-
nity to engage in the first ever through hikes.  
They were dropped off at the beginning of the 
term, and for the next 22 days they hiked over 
100 miles back to camp.  Along the way, both 
groups climbed mountains that CSC had never 
climbed before, including Blackhawk, Buffalo, 
and Leviathian Peaks.  The Pathfinders also ex-
perienced a day being alone on the planet dur-
ing their solos in West Virginia Gulch.  After 
their solos, they hit the trail for the last hik-
ing section.  Two days later they triumphantly 
hiked into camp and were greeted by the entire 
camp, clapping in unison to “Chariots of Fire” 
and “The Final Countdown”. This stupendous 
journey was accomplished by Scotty Hipwell, 
Harris Lynch, Korey Bendarz, April Hearne, 
Carolyn Hushek, and Meredith Marshall, dur-
ing first tem.  The second term Pathfinders were 
Katherine “Parker” Fritcke, Sarah Greefkens, 
Spenser Sparks, Alex Campbell, Kirk Sowers, 
and Gordon Arnold.  Of course, the amazing 
facilitators of this adventure go by the names 
Anne Schollerman and Aaron Smock.

Super Silver Saddle!
The ladies of Saddle had a brilliant and fun summer of 
2007.  With activities that included building a Saddle Fort, 
Pirate Adventures, puppet making, Mardi Gras, and Recy-
cled Materials, they spent their time exploring the limitless 
resources that the RCV has to offer.  They spent All Days 
in La Plata Canyon, at Lemon Lake, horseback riding, and 
climbing Engineer Mountain.  First term Saddle Day was Spa 
Day.  The gals relaxed soaking up the sun and then treating 
themselves to mud baths and oatmeal facials.  Second term 
ushered in the first-ever Saddle Iron Chef Cook off.  Pizza 
was on the menu as the girls split into groups and com-
peted for the highly coveted first place high-five.  Dessert 
pizzas sweetened the day and persuaded the judges that 

everyone 
deserved 
first place. 
Yum yum 
y u m m y !  
Out of 
Camp the 
girls were 
c h a l -
l e n g e d 

on trips to Arch Canyon in Utah, the alpine wonder of 
Mountain View Crest, the sublime beauty of Ice Lakes, and 
14,000 feet up on Handies Mountain.  Saddle did not do 
everything by themselves, they enjoyed the company of the 
Spruce Boys in Camp at the Dances and on their Five Days.  
They traveled to exotic locales such as Poison Park, Mule 
Canyon, and Twin Sisters.  They explored the marvel of 
flat water canoeing on McPhee Reservoir, the strenuous 
high alpine trek of Highland Mary, and the all out bush-
whacking into Hell Canyon.  This Saddle-rific summer 
was made possible by the incredible coordinating of Steph 
Carter and her super staff that included head counselors 
Nora Schuchat, Elsa Anderson, Brittany Clark, Emily Mc-
Millan and AC’s Brenda Voloshin, Joy Campbell, and Lau-
ren Schoeffler.  

Outstanding Outpost!
As the Red Creek flows to its terminus in the Florida River, Outpost stands guard at the end of the Valley.  Though they 
are the oldest group in camp, the Outposters are only in-Camp for a short time.  The limited amount of time didn’t dis-

suade them from making the most of it with activities like Bridge Building 
and Film School to Slacklining across Outpost Lake.  Most of their sum-
mer is spent out on the trail where they got to visit some amazing places 
like Utah’s Blue Mountains. They enjoyed climbing at Grappi, taking in 
the alpine vistas of Chicago Basin, rafting down the Gunnison River, and 
trekking through the desert of Dark Canyon.  None of these amazing ad-
ventures could have happened with the superhuman effort of second year 
coordinator Pat Fleming and his superstar counselors Matt Reitemeier, Su-
zanne Moreau, Logan Walsh, Janelle Sununtnasuk, and Kevin Martin.

Stupendous Silver Spruce!
Deep in the heart of valley the treehouses of Spruce were busy with the many adventures of the Spruce boys.  The Spruc-
ers participated in activities such as Elderly Appreciation, Man vs. Colvig, and Target Sports and rocketry.  Spruce boys 
united during Spruce Day for Settlers and Natives Capture the Flag Day and Ninja Day. Oh what fun!  Their out-of-Camp 
time was spent visiting the 13,000 foot Twilight Mountains and trekking back to Camp on the Transfer Park trip.  Spruce 
did not do everything by themselves, they enjoyed the company of 
the Saddle Ladies in Camp at the Dances and on their Five Days.  
They traveled to exotic locales such as Poison Park, Mule Canyon, 
and Twin Sisters.  They explored the marvel of flat water canoeing 
on McPhee Reservoir, the strenuous high alpine trek of Highland 
Mary, and the all out bushwhacking into Hell Canyon.  This Sum-
mer of Spruce significance was provided by talented coordina-
tor Will Thompson and his band of merry men, Andrew Harris, 
Andrew Hood, Drew Hoch, Ben Taylor, Philip Fair, Grant Bryans, 
Wyatt Hosmer, Jeff Crozier, and Sean Moon.  
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From the Director’s Chair, continued from page 1...

Here at CSC, we’re doing what we can to 
lessen our impact on the earth and be as 

green as we can be.  These are just a few of 
the things we’re doing:

~ Using RESTORE brand biodegradable 
cleaners and laundry detergent rather than 

harsh chemicals
~ Using EnviroCopy recycled copy paper 
made from 35% post-consumer content
~ Using both sides of the paper for non-

confidential office communication
~ Using recycled letterhead

~ Driving electric golf carts rather than 
gas-powered vehicles whenever possible

~ Recycling plastic, glass, aluminum, paper, 
and cardboard

~ Growing vegetables in our new camp 
garden (see picture page 3)

~ Sending .pdf’s instead of paper files for 
summer correspondence

WHAT WE’RE PLANNING FOR THE 
NEXT FEW YEARS

~ Switching light fixtures to compact 
fluorescent bulbs

~ Hybrid camp vehicle for slideshow tour

An Eco-friendly CSC!

and succeed through these explorations in a caring, 
supportive, constructive, and intentional environment 
outside the safety net of the family.  There is debate 
about whether leadership ability is innate or learned.  
But during our summers we discover that if  we iden-
tify leadership development as one of our goals for any 
activity or event, create and implement processes and 
programming that facilitate leadership opportunities, 
and then guide each of these opportunities accord-
ing to each individual camper’s innate characteristics, 
that every camper can discover how to fulfill their own 
leadership potential.  Recent research in the camping 
industry and child psychology support these assertions.  
But I take a moment here to applaud those who are 
reading this because in choosing or even investigating 
a CSC summer experience you already have an under-
standing of these issues.
   Adjusting the opportunities by individual and age 
group results in a specific approach to each camper.  
A Homesteader might start at the beginning and learn 
from Dwight D. Eisenhower who said, “You do not lead 
by hitting people over the head.  That’s assault, not 
leadership.”  A Silver Saddle girl dealing often with so-
cial groups might follow along the lines of Jesse Jackson 
when he said, “Leadership has a harder job to do than 
just choose sides. It must bring sides together.”  In Silver 
Spruce, a more physically rambunctious group, they 
might discover that, as William Arthur Wood states, 
“Leadership is based on inspiration, not domination; 
on cooperation, not intimidation.”  A very group-ori-
ented Outposter might soon conclude, as Henrik Ibsen 
did, that, “A community is like a ship; everyone ought 

Games Games Games
mix & match!!  completed by________________

Draw a line from each CSC staff member to his or her pet.  
Mail in a correct completed game and we’ll send you a corony!!

to be prepared to take the helm.”  Finally, in exercis-
ing leadership more directly, a Pathfinder might realize 
that, “Leadership is practiced not so much in words as 
in attitude and in actions,” as Harold Geneen did.  
   We then have our counselors – those brave souls 
who, we have determined, have exhibited the funda-
mental leadership qualities necessary to embark on a 
CSC summer adventure; who might, “…start with the 
premise that the function of leadership is to produce 
more leaders, not more followers,” as did Ralph Nader; 
but who, in leading our campers, will also likely be 
undertaking the broadest and most thorough leader-
ship training they ever will to guide them to success in 
life and work.  But how is that transition made from 
camper to counselor, from introverted student to ex-
troverted sage; from a focus on the self to a focus on 
others?  Without a CSC program to address the issue, it 
is a question we have often asked.  It is now a question 
that we attempt to answer with the development of our 
COL program for those who have completed the 11th 
or 12th grades.
    COL is the international mountaineering term for 
a saddle or pass – a transition from a previous loca-
tion to whatever lies ahead.  Our primary goal for COL 
is to facilitate that transition by providing participants 
with training in how to use effective leadership skills 
throughout their lives.  Using a model that they already 
have some understanding of, they will be exploring the 
skills necessary to being a good camp counselor – how 
to read emotions and communicate effectively and ap-
propriately, how to manage positive and negative be-
havior, how to build people up, how to maintain calm 

and enthusiasm in the face of adversity, how to make 
good, safe decisions, how to manage groups, and how 
to integrate fun with value in programming, among 
many other things.  They will do this through an initial 
two weeks that will approximate our staff week train-
ing with both in-camp and out-camp components that 
will illuminate the skills and processes required to be 
an effective counselor and expedition leader.  The final 
two weeks will be spent with the Homestead age group 
exploring these skills with a cabin and counselor.  
Throughout the four weeks participants will also be in-
volved in two service projects that will focus on leaving 
a positive mark on the backcountry and on our site and 
will help with the transition to a wider world view and 
an understanding that they are part of a much larger 
endeavor than just personal development.  Through 
this transitional experience a COL participant, might 
come to believe, as does Stephen Covey, that, “Leader-
ship is communicating to people their worth and po-
tential so clearly that they come to see it in themselves.”  
Of course, I would be remiss without a reminder that 
this is CSC and CSC is about FUN!  So there will be a 
lot of that too.
    I conclude, now, with a very heartfelt thank you and 
fond farewell to Lindsay James, who has been such a 
shining example of inspired and dedicated leadership 
for eight years at CSC.    I think I speak for the whole 
camp community in saying we will miss her greatly but 
we wish her the best in all her new adventures.  Good-
bye LJ.  We love you!    Clay

Jack

lJ

tavia

eaGle

Gus clay

burrito

arcas

mel
cece

moJo

strider
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The Magic of CSC... 
For 37 years, CSC has been committed to providing the best summer camp experience possible for 
you and your child.  The magic of CSC lies in our limited program size, our incredible staff, and 

our dedication to the CSC ideals and goals that have put such large smiles on so many faces...

~ providing a personal approach to camping 
with a focus on indivdual growth...

~ offering a non-competitive educational 
experience that consistently combines 

responsibility, fun, learning, and adventure...
~ developing positive relationships with 

others, within ourselves, and with 
our environment...

~ offering expeditions that require a 
cooperative yet individual effort, fostering 
both self-reliance and group awareness...

~ providing inspired and dedicated leader-
ship that encourages positive life skills...

We always enjoy hearing from our friends and families across the country.  Please feel free to give 
us a call or drop us an email with any questions, comments, or concerns you may have.  Working 

together is the best way to make the CSC experience as unforgettable as it is valuable.

9665 Florida Road
Durango, CO 81301

970.247.2564
800.858.2850

970.247.2547 (fax)
www.colvigsilvercamps.com

office@colvigsilvercamps.com

All CSC out of camp trips take place on the public lands governed 
by the Bureau of Land Management and the USDA Forest Service.
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News, Notes, and Reminders

Contact Us!

Don’t forget!  All campers that pay tuition in 
full by January 1, 2008 are eligible for a 5% 

“early bird” discount!
*  *  *

Thanks for the fourth year in a row to 
Chicago’s Tamarak Day Camp, who sent 13 
campers out to Colorado for ten days of CSC 
fun at the end of second term.  The Tamarak 
Trailblazers enjoyed rafting on the Animas 
River, exploring Mesa Verde, and climbing 

Handies Peak, in addition to the usual variety 
of in-camp activities.  Thanks especially to 
Trailblazer staff Peggy Vorwald, Ras Alfini, 

Justin Larson, Jim Toomey, Lauren 
Verhalen, Molly Sutherland, and 
program director Nicole Colvig.  

We can’t wait to see you next year!

* * *
Were you a part of Summer 2007?  A proud 

parent?  A smiling staffer?  A courageous 
camper?  Here at CSC, we’re trying to 

improve every aspect of our program—if you 
have any ideas for things we should change 

(or things we should never change!), please let 
us know!  Evaluation forms are available on 

our website. 
*  *  *

Attention all aspiring Ansel Adams’ and Annie 
Liebowitzes!  We’re looking for a few great 
pictures of Summer 2007 for our winter 

slideshow.  Please send us your masterpieces, 
in print or digital format, as soon as you can!

*  *  *

Moments from 2007:
Above, second term Silver Saddle campers enjoy a 

gorgeous view on their four-day Ice Lakes trip; 
Above right, third term Homesteaders gather in front of 

the Livery for an evening activity.


