
Homestead “Epitaph”
Silver Saddle “Horn”

Silver Spruce “Compass”
Outpost “Express”

Pathfinding “Prints”
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Reporting from the beautiful Red Creek Valley...and beyond!

From the Director’s Chair... 

continued on page 5...

Can you believe that it’s already time to 

start making plans for next summer?  En-

rollment forms are in the mail or on our 

website.  Send them in soon 

to reserve your spot for a 

Summer of Significance in 2010!

Summer 2010 Dates:
Silver Saddle, Silver Spruce, 

Outpost, and Pathfinding:
First term: June 10 - July 8

Second term: July 12 - August 9

Homestead:
First term: June 10 - June 23
Second term: June 25 - July 8
Third term: July 12 - July 25

Fourth term: July 27 - August 9
Sibling Discount: 5% is applied to 

every younger sibling.

Early Bird Discount: 5% is applied if enrolled and 
paid in full by Jan 1, 2010.  

 

Join us for a 
Reunion 

Weekend!
August 12–15, 

2010

It’s coming friends and neighbors and it’s go-

ing to be big!!!  In 2010 Colvig Silver Camps will 
have been making magic for 40 summers and 
we can’t think of a better way to celebrate than 
by making some more.  Whether it’s been a few 

months, years, or decades since you have been 
back to camp, we would like to invite you to re-

turn to the Red Creek Valley for our 40th sum-

mer reunion celebration to reconnect with some 
of your most favorite people, places, and memo-

ries in the whole world.  You may have heard 

this before, possibly for other reunions, possi-
bly elsewhere in this newsletter (or possibly in 

the Spring ’09 newsletter since we had so much 
fun writing this invitation the first time), but 
we think it’s just about time for you to return to 

CSC to get your camp on.  And if you were never 
able to actually be a camper – maybe you were 
of the parental persuasion – well that is an even 
better reason to join us.

Spruce and Saddle gear up for some amazing adventures last summer!

continued on page 5...

    Wow! Can you believe that number?  40 years 
of Colvig Silver Camps! 40 years of discovery 
and challenge in the mountains! 40 summers of 
fun and adventure!     Well, we are getting ready 
to celebrate that upcoming milestone with a 
blowout of a reunion from August 12th to the 15, 
2010.  I would like to personally invite you and 
your family back to CSC for a weekend celebra-

tion of our collective 40 years of camp experience 
and everything you have added and continue to 
add to our community. 
    Having been through 40 myself, and still feeling 
like I’m about 20, I find that I often feel the same 
way about camp.  The energy, joy, and wide-eyed 
wonder are still here.  That amazing CSC creativ-

ity and commitment are still found every sum-

mer.  And the spirit of innocence and idealism 
continues to fill the valley.   Then again, when I 
think of all that we have accomplished together 
and the wide ranging impact of the community 
that we have built, I sense the history and the 
long term worth of those accomplishments.  40 
years ago this fall, my parents moved to Duran-

go and initiated the CSC journey with $4000, 2 
kids, 2 vehicles, 2 brand new electric typewriters, 
and a vision of this unique place and experience.  
40 years later that vision continues to guide us 
into our next 40 years.
   Since I seem to be focused on numbers, let’s 
really dig into some interesting numbers.

•126 campers at the first CSC site in 1970. We 
now average 250 and we’re growing. 
•2.5 miles from the current CSC entrance to that 
first site along Florida Road, or Rural Route 3 as 
it was known then. 

•18 buildings built in the Silver Spruce and Sad-

dle areas of our current site in the Red Creek Val-
ley for the second summer of camp, 1971.  Main 
Lake and the tennis court were also built that 
year.  We currently have 33 buildings on site.
•11 tables in the lodge, most of them from the 
original site.

•3 (at least) attempts by my father through his 
career to build the perfect monkey bridge .
•9 tree houses in Silver Spruce.  In the late 70’s,  
Spruce and Saddle cabins were named after 
silver mines in our area.   Before that the tree 

houses were called Red 1, Red 2, etc.  There were 
10 tree houses before a particularly harsh winter 
took down Iron Cross (originally called Circus) 
behind Anaconda and Cracker Jack.



PAGE 2

CSC DISPATCH                                                                               FALL 2009
Chatting With The Office Crew...

Jack to the Future

Gorilla Gossip w/Lexie
      

Lucky Number Evan
Hello Everyone,
    Winter is approaching the Valley rapidly but we have still had a few nice days of sunshine.  Camp is closed 
down and ready to be covered with a blanket of snow, and I have been settling into the off-season while reac-

quainting myself with my guitar.  Living in such a beautiful place reminds me every day of the many things 
for which I can be thankful.
    Lex and I just returned from the American Camp Association Rocky Mountain Conference where we were 
able to attend many sessions with topics ranging from technology and camps to risk management in the wil-
derness.  It was also an opportunity to talk to others from the camping industry and share some thoughts and 
ideas on making camp better. 
    Recently, I ran across an interesting quote and thought I would share it with all of you.  These words come 
from Charles William Eliot, who at 35 was the youngest president of Harvard University.

“I have a conviction that a few weeks spent in a well-organized summer camp may be of 
more value educationally than a whole year of formal school work.”

    Not to say conventional education is in any way a bad thing, but it is now being recognized by some of the 
world’s most educated people that a summer camp experience is a valuable component in the growth and 
development of our youth.  As many of us know, the benefits of camp extend far beyond simple education. At 
camp we undergo a deeper exploration of our physical, social, and emotional skills while forming connections 
with others and the world around us- an experience that is unparalleled by any school setting.  Our CSC mis-

sion is to “facilitate the development of thoughtful, caring, and responsible human beings”.  And I couldn’t 
think of a better goal to strive toward every day as I look forward to next summer and all the “learning” we 
will do together.  -Evan

Come to Camp
(to the tune of Let it Snow)

Oh, the weather outside is frightful, 
And a campfire is so delightful,
And since you all have headlamps,
Come to camp, come to camp, come to camp.

School doesn’t show signs of stopping,
But the horses are ready for trotting,
And for summer we know you’re amped,
Come to camp, come to camp, come to camp.

When you finally say you’ll be here,
We will hope that you’re not being coy.
When enrollment forms do appear, 
How we’ll jump and we’ll scream out with joy.  
 

CSC is excited for the summer,
Your absence would be a bummer,
But we know you’ll come through like a champ,
Come to camp, come to camp, come to camp.
             -Lexie

Two Terrific Years:  Trevor Thomas, Seth Molina, 

Eli Booher, Natalie Cohn, Sarah Cowden, Teo Ilio-

han, Max McCumber, Ethan Quine, Ashley Hening, 

Melissa Miller, Rachel Miller, Bettie Coy, Lauren 

Indovino, Taylor Sarate, Dylan Blair, Matthew Bur-

cham, Evan Hening, Jeremy Johnson, Caden Colvig, 

Sam Dippold, Ethan Fry, Damian Ho, Peter Indovi-

no, Will Lerwick, Mitchell Marcy, Colby Pratt, Sadie 

Smith, Vanessa Moyle, Breeze Beckham, Mackenzie 

Clippard, Grace Donovan, Gal Spivak, Mariah Ve-

larde, Ross Barron, Jamie Fernandez, Sam Haden, 

Malcolm Hartley-Urquhart, Elliott Hartman, War-

ren Hartman, Isaac Korce, Zander Naes, Sydney Mc-

Cutchen, Trey Thomas, Reid Belanger, Ben Ciener, 

Berit Hogan, Bram Lowenstein, Kate O’Riley, Rowan 

O’Riley, Jaden Priebe, Lyric Velarde, Connor White-

sell, David Ater, Isaac Goldstein, Mo Van De Sompel 

Three Thrilling Years: DiNero Asvestas, Demi Asves-

tas, Georgia Carroll, Shawna Bateson, Logan Fogle, 

Jonah Asvestas, Quinn Fogle, Sebastian Ward, Syd-

ney McKinney, Brett Steinberg, Sean Curtis, Thomas 

Curtis, Emily Burcham, Robbie Gardner, Chris 

Padgett, Orion Rainer, Ian Padgett, Jimmy Carroll, 

Zoe Antoniou, Rachel Bennetts, Veronica Nichols, 

Roman Moyle, Alexander Clippard, Sam Bennetts, 

Nico Antoniou, Amy Campbell, Qin Latimer, Cole 

Introligator, Francesca Sabel, Sophie Evans, Cath-

erine Padon, Zoe Kuhn, Aidan deLaunay

Four Fabulous Years: Grant Fessler, Charlie Bovard, 

Christina McCreary, Nicole Indovino, Sarah Lerwick, 

Drake Scully, Mattie Toll, Ben Young, Sam Con-

nan, Jonah Morrison, Whisper Bissonette, Edward 

Kehoe, Forrest Eagle, Logan Crabb, McKenna Crabb, 

Danny Cummins, Bucky Engel, Natalie Engel, Noah 

Miller, Jake Iliohan, Matthew Ater, Haakon Sigurs-

lid

Five Fantastic Years: Betsy Ward, Dana Hutchins, 

Kyra Fuqua, Anna Schimel, Garrett Marshall, Austin 

Hearne, Eli Beck, Spencer Beck, Jamie McNamee, 

Sam White, Katie Cooper, John Shumway, Hank 

White, Sam Linda, Eliza Goldberg, Devon Bone, 

Cooper Colvig

Six Significant Years: Jack Martens, Sam Martens, 

Naomi Winard, Max Kaplan, Leo Eagle, Jeffrey 

Crocker, Conor Curtis

Seven Special Years: Ayla Staelin-Lefsky, Ice Camp-

bell, Rachel Miller, Jacob Cooper, Alex Cooper, 

Kenny Sundlof, Sara Witz

Congratulations to all of our Return Campers in 2009!

Greetings and salutations,
    I find that fall is a good reminiscing season.  I’ve been thinking a lot about this last summer and really the 
last 20 summers I’ve been at camp.  But there is just one image that I keep going back to; the way my mom 
would so neatly over pack my trunk (why would I need two pairs of aqua socks?).  After the packing there 
would be an epic battle to close the trunk and that trunk would never win.  Mama Magill would beat that trunk 
into submission and I would be off to camp, but equipped for a Nepalese expedition.  For some reason, at the 
end of term, I never had a problem closing that trunk.  Probably because half the clothes “magically” disap-

peared and were replaced with a good amount of sand, more than my fair share of tye-dye, and two never worn 
pairs of aqua socks. 
    In a way, I’m packing up my trunk again.  But this time, I’m not getting ready to go to camp; I’m leaving 
it.  After 5 great years, living and laughing in the Red Creek Valley, I’m heading back to school so I can start a 
career in medicine.  The best lesson that I have learned from CSC is to make camp your life.  The great people 
that we are over the summer, that’s who we need to be everyday of our lives.  The great things we do for each 
other during camp, those actions should be common rather than occasional occurences out in the world.  The 
best way I can think of making camp my life is to help people through medicine.
    Before I hit the dusty trail, I want to thank all the campers, counselors, and parents that have shared this 
wonderful place with me, and taught me lessons that I will be using the rest of my life.  Have a great off-season 
everybody and before you know it the best time of the year will be here.  Of course, if you could just do me one 
favor until then…

Keep it real, Jack Magill

The Office Staff had to rely on the campers, this past 
summer, to break the case of the missing counselor 
during “Clue Day”.  Pictured above/left: Jack and 
Lexie played the parts of Professor Plum and Miss 

Peach, while Evan filled the role of the Butler.  

Clue Special Day



PAGE 3

Keeping up on 
the lives of former 

staff and campers of 
Colvig Silver CampsAlumination

Hello CSC Alumni!
Here is your opportunity to scout out your old 

camp friends and bring back those camp memo-

ries from so long ago.  Thanks to everyone who 

took the time to call, write, email, or visit us 
and tell us what and whom you recall from your 

favorite summers.  It is heartwarming to read 

these messages and see what an impact CSC has 
made on so many lives.  Inevitably, someone’s 
information will be incorrect or outdated, or 
maybe we forgot to include you in this issue.  
But there is a simple solution for that:  CALL 

US!  EMAIL US!  STOP BY!  WRITE US A LET-

TER!   VISIT THE ALUMNI SECTION OF OUR 
WEBSITE!  Believe it or not, we do get a little 
lonely in the valley during the winter and each 

time we hear from our camp friends 
our days are brightened! 
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church), and her consistently excellent counselors!

Janie Gould (cmpr 75-77) loved spending her 

time before dances with her cabin mates as they curled 
each others hair.  

Barb (Amster) Marcellus (stf 75) came from 
Phoenix to flip through some old CSC photo albums 
and to wander around the place she called home for 
a summer.  Barb keeps in close contact with friend 
Stephanie (Miles) Campbell (stf 73-75), and the 
two of them continue to pass on photos from that sum-

mer and reflect on how great it was to work with Mary 
Miller (Colvig) and Craig Colvig (co-founders). 

Nick O’Riley (cmpr 76-78) is longing for a mon-

key bridge match of the O’Rileys vs. anyone willing to 
take them on.  We are thinking that the 2010 CSC Re-

union will be a perfect time!! 

Amy Jenkins (cmpr 77-81) swung by camp this 
past fall for a glimpse into her past.  She brought her 

husband and niece (who is currently attending Ft. Lew-

is College) with her.  Amy and her husband are living 
in New Hampshire where she is creating art through 
the media of video and photography.  You can check 
her work out at www.amyjenkins.net.  

Tracy (Epstein) Pesikoff (cmpr 78-84), is hap-

pily married to former Spruce boy, Josh Pesikoff 
(cmpr 77) and together they have two beautiful fu-

ture CSC campers.  Tracy’s favorite memories of camp 
include dancing to the Go-Gos at the Saturday night 
dances, vespers, and the Super Backpacking Trip.

Kathy (MacGillivray) Hilliker (cmpr 79-82) 
reminisced about her camp days with “Farrah Faw-

cett” hair as she dropped off her son, Carson, at CSC 
for his first year in Homestead.  

Sarah (Forsyth) Pritchard (cmpr 79-80, stf 
84-85,89) and husband Larry Pritchard (stf 89) 
loved rafting the Dolores River, climbing Mt. Sneffels, 
and horseback riding to Missionary Ridge. 

The Eighties
Katherine (Schoettler) Thornburgh (cmpr 
80-87, stf 92-93) recalls being an “Oompa Loom-

pa” as a camper for an Outpost free choice, designed 
by Linda Knutson (stf 84-85,87).  Once on staff, 
Katherine used the “Oompa Loompa” free choice ac-

tivity every term and it was always a blast!  Katherine 
also loved climbing the 14ers and seeing the Rockies 
on foot.

Michelle (Jordan) Dalrymple (stf 81-82) is 

happily married with three boys.  Michelle spends 
most of her time backpacking and cycling, which she 
has done through Colorado, Nova Scotia, Prince Ed-

ward Island, Banff, and Jasper.  Her favorite memory 
of camp was watching a calf being born on her first day 
of work.

David Muhlbaum (cmpr 81) attempted to recre-

ate a favorite trip over Silver Mountain (which to the 
participants was known as “The Lightner Creek Sur-

vial March”).  

Cydney (Berry) Padon (cmpr 81-85) recalls 
many fond memories at CSC including rafting the Do-

lores River (and losing her retainer), her cabin dress-

ing up as Gilligan’s Island for a camp dance, singing 
Father Abraham at mealtime, hiking through the as-

pen trees, and singing Leaving on a Jet Plane at the 
final campfire. 

Alexandra Baele (stf 87-93) her husband Rory 

Murphy, and daughter Davan are enjoying life in Cali-
fornia.  Alexandra continues her love for teaching and 
children as a reading recovery teacher.  Maybe not her 
favorite memory of camp, but the image that sticks in 
her head the most is when mice had snuck into the 
Art Barn during the off-season and eaten the stash of 
crayons.  The evidence? A large scattering of brightly 

Volunteer Week 2009: Hits the Deck!

continued on page 4...

A big thanks goes out to all those who came out to CSC for Volunteer Week.  We had a blast with them as 
we “spruced” up camp.  Our big project this summer was our 
new lodge deck.  Everyone who was around helped by dig-

ging trenches, pouring concrete, or  hammering nails.  Lou-

isa Padgett (cmpr 78–80, stf 85-86) led the charge with 
her three boys Chris (cmpr 07-present), Ian (cmpr 07-
present), and Michael (soon to be cmpr) right behind 

her ready with hammers in hand. We were also lucky enough 
to have Sergio, a friend of the Padgetts, and Kevin Kovan-

da (cmpr 99) adding their construction skills to the effort.  
All in all, it was a successful volunteer week that ended with 
much accomplished and a nice relaxing barbeque.  Thanks 
again to everyone who helped out for your company and your 
commitment!

Pre 1969
(Camp Silver Spruce/Saddle)

Steve Arnold (cmpr 56) has lived his dream as a 

psychologist, marrying his beautiful wife, and raising 
their great son.  Looking back on camp, his memories 
stem from building a dam across the Florida River and 
riding the horses on an overnight camping trip.

Jay Miller (cmpr 52-54) remembers the delight 

of stalking many fish in the Florida River and the not 
so delightful experience of camping on a hill and then 
waking up 50ft down the hill.

The Seventies
Antonia Osgood (cmpr 69, 71-78) believes that 

CSC formed who she is today.  Her favorite memories 

include campfires, mountaineering, her first trout (she 
can still taste it), the Phantom, paper plate awards, 
Kangaroo Court (where she got busted for not going to 

(top) Deb Stofan, Amy Jenkins, Suzanne Gottlich,Amy 
Meltzer, Barb Parker, (bottom) Helen Marine, Shea 

Beerman, Vicki Swab

(top) Melanie Meador, Jamie Breslow, Karen Palite, 
Kathy MacGillvray, (bottom) Carolyn DiFiori, 
Alyson Kelly, Karen Carpenter, Diana Kokernot
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  This past September, thanks to a very generous en-

dowment in the amount of $100,000 from Eric and 
Anne Weidmann, the Laura Naugle Sanborn and 
Mary Colvig Miller Campership Fund was established 
to honor the lives of two pioneering women.  Both co-
founded long established and vital Colorado summer 

camps and were very good friends.  The Fund, set up 
through the John Austin Cheley Foundation, will pro-

vide an annual scholarship in perpetuity for one child 
of a lower income family to have a month-long camp 
experience at either Sanborn Western Camps or CSC.  
We extend our deepest gratitude to the Weidmann’s 

for this very thoughtful and significant gesture.  Mary 
spoke at the Foundation meeting where the Fund was 

officially announced  and her biography that follows 
was given to all board members.

   Mary Colvig Miller was born in Springfield, Illinois, 
where she realized the value of a camping experi-
ence at a young age.  During childhood she attended 
church camps and Girl Scout day and resident camps 
and eventually became an assistant counselor.  Col-
lege summers while attending Drake University were 
spent working as a counselor and waterfront director 
at the Boelter Camps in Minnesota. 
    In 1962 she married Craig Colvig whom she’d met at 
Drake.  After college Mary and Craig headed to Colo-

rado where Mary found herself Assistant Director 
of High Trails Ranch for girls under Laura Sanborn.  
Mary notes that Laura served as her model for leader-

ship as did Sandy Sanborn for Craig who was the As-

sistant Director of Big Spring Ranch for boys.
  Following this period of “directors-in-training” 
Mary and Craig struck out on their own, moving to 
Durango, Colorado in 1969 and purchasing the rights 
to the Silver Camps outside Durango.  In the fall of 
1970 Mary and Craig purchased 120 acres northeast 
of town.  Through that fall, winter and the spring of 
1971 they worked constantly building the first camp 
buildings, establishing the clientele, hiring the staff, 

and developing a philosophy.  That summer Colvig 

Silver Camps opened at its current site and was made 
up of two camps, Silver Spruce for boys and Silver 
Saddle for girls.  The age specific camps, Homestead, 
Outpost and Pathfinding, were built later, pulling 
particular age groups out of Spruce and Saddle.
    Mary’s particular interests over the years were the 
Silver Saddle girls’ camp (girls 11 to 13), Homestead 
(for 7 to 10 year olds), staff development, program 
development, food service and off-season Elderhos-

tel programs. 

   Throughout her career Mary has enjoyed side-

lights including a number of stints as program di-
rector, teacher, developer, and director for outdoor 
programs for developmentally disabled campers 
and environmental education programs in Colorado 
Springs. 

     Before moving to her current home in the San 
Juan Islands of Puget Sound, Mary was a Program 
Coordinator back at the Nature Place conference 
center at Sanborn. There she was, serendipitously, 
also a housemate and companion to Laura Sanborn 
for 3 ½ years till near the end of Laura’s life.   

Scholarship Fund Honors Mary Colvig Miller
colored poop all over the shelves.  What can we say the 
Art Barn is an inspiring place!

Amie Podolsky (cmpr 87-92, stf 95-96, 00-
03) is officially a homeowner in Durango!!  When 
Amie is not busy working as a social worker she is 
training for all kinds of bike races. 

Andy Weidmann (cmpr 88-96, stf 98,00,02) 
and Mark Azar (cmpr 89-95, stf 99), both full 
time flower children of the Red Creek Valley, reunited 
recently for the twenty year anniversary of their very 
first fourteener climb as Spruce campers in 1989.  
Their objective was the same as it was then, to climb 
Mt. Wilson via Navajo Basin in the Lizard Head Wil-
derness.  Just as before, they were turned away from 
their summit push by excessive snow at about 13,700 
ft. on the north ridge of the mountain.  Unlike before, 
they didn’t cry the entire time and wish they were 
closer to their mothers.  They have vowed to try the 
peak again in another twenty years. Stay tuned for the 

2029 trip report…

John Moglia (stf 89-90) Often wonders after 
teaching middle school in Michigan for many years, 
why he thought the Connely twins wearing tight black 
jeans and hiking in 90 degree weather was so far-
fetched.  

Briony Schnee (cmpr/stf 88-99) dropped by for 

a quick visit with a friend during CSC First Term Clos-

ing Campfire.  Not only did they attend the closing 
campfire, but they also found time to fit in a camping 
trip up the valley.  

The Nineties
Christopher Hill (cmpr 90-91, 94) is happy to 

report that after several years of ignoring the outdoor 

skills and knowledge developed at CSC, he has finally 
returned to a place where backpacking and camping 
take a greater role in his life.  Christopher admits he 

has developed a taste for the exotic and that while he 

has not returned to Colorado, his travels have taken 
him on backpacking trips to Peru, Scotland, and even 
to the summit of Mt. Kilimanjaro.  In all cases, much 
of the enjoyment he received from these trips resulted 
from building on the experiences and memories of 
CSC.

Ingrid “Iggie” Arnold (cmpr 95-98, stf) is fin-

ishing her post-baccalaureate premedical program at 
Columbia University and is getting ready to apply to 
medical schools across the country.

Julia Resnick (cmpr 97-01, stf 05,08) is get-

ting her Masters of Public Health at Hebrew Universi-
ty in Jerusalem.  While on vacation in the States, Julia 
stopped by the valley with friend Shlomi to help ex-

plain what this “CSC” thing was that she had been con-

stantly talking about and to discuss their backpacking 
trip to Highland Mary.

Russell Durham (cmpr 98-04) was in the Du-

rango area to play music at a wedding and decided to 
drop by to say a quick hello.  He is currently a music 
student a The Julliard School, in New York, NY and 
will be graduating in 2012.

Kevin Kovanda (cmpr 99) helped the CSC Crew 

out during Volunteer Week by assisting on the new 

lodge deck.  He was excited to relive his summer camp 
experience by sleeping in one of the Silver Spruce tree-

houses.  Thanks for all of your help Kevin!! 

The Naughts
Matt Payne (stf 01) graduated with a masters de-

gree in clinical psychology and has married the love 
of his life.  He often shares his experience of the 5 day 
backpacking trip into the Weminuche Wilderness area 

via Silverton to Vallecito Reservoir.  

Spencer Sparks (cmpr 03-07) emailed from his 

11’x13’ dorm room at the University of Mississippi.  He 
misses sleeping under the Colorado stars, but is look-

ing forward to the possibility of working as an AC.

Kirk Sowers (cmpr 07) is currently attending the 
University of St. Thomas in Houston, Texas.  He often 
looks back on his time at CSC and is proud to say that 
he was part of the first Pathfinding group to complete 
the thru hike to CSC!  

Homestead 2016
Braxton James Thornburgh born July 19, 2008 
to Katherine (Schoettler) (cmpr 80-87, 92-
93) and Richard Thornburgh.

Tyler Barret Horvath born April 22, 2008 to Ely-
ssa (Wagman) (cmpr 85-86) and Mike Horvath.  
Elyssa and Mike, an architect, live in Houston and just 
finished building a house that Mike designed.  Elys-

sa made an extremely yummy version of GORP with 
cheerios for Tyler’s first birthday party!  

Henry Jacob Louis Arms born February 13, 2009 
to Meredith (Wilk) (cmpr 82-84) and John 
Arms.  Big brother Isak and big sister Mia are excited 
to have a new baby brother.

(left to right) Christopher Hill, Joe Mosli, Doug Her-

man, John Toll, (front/middle) Cameron Colvig

Mary with campers outside a brand new lower 
Saddle cabin in 1971.



CSC ALUMINATION                                                                        FALL 2009

PAGE 5

•3 bulldozers we have had, and also the number 
of functions the Cabin-Over-The-Creek (Craft-
shop, Silver Saddle Cabin, Costume Closet/
Trading Post) and the Art Barn (originally the 
Horse Barn, then Expedition HQ) have served.
•10 the most Silver Saddle cabins we have had 
when using the Cabin-Over-The-Creek.
•1973, 1975, 1980 the first summers that 
Pathfinding, Homesteading, and Outpost, re-

spectively, were separated from Silver Spruce 
and Silver Saddle.

•4 months short of 40 years that my father 
graced the earth, passing away in a plane crash 
with two exceptional counselors.
•5 directors of CSC; Craig Colvig, Tom “Frosty” 
Frostman, Jim Colvig, Cameron Colvig, Clay 
Colvig,(4 pictured below).  With them have been 
an extraordinary group of very involved wives 

without whom it just wouldn’t have happened.

•10 horses currently in the field (one is actually 
a mule).  CSC has always had a horse program 
despite no director being a particularly accom-

plished rider.

•343 light bulbs in camp to light our way.
•48  toilets to flush away.
•5 hammocks at Saddle Hangout where there 
once was a Saddle Tipi, one of 5 tipi locations 
we have had.

•7,455 ft. the lowest elevation at camp, in the 
creek near the Outpost House.
•7,968 ft. the highest point at camp, near the 
Pathfinding A-Frame.
•14,309 ft. the elevation of Uncompahgre 
Peak, the highest elevation a camper has ever 
been while at CSC.

•4,500 ft.  our best guess at the lowest eleva-

tion a camper has ever been during camp, some-

where in Paria Canyon in Arizona. 
•14  current places to cross Red Creek as it runs 
through camp.
•1,878,846 acres, the size of the San Juan Na-

tional Forest which surrounds camp.  It is the 
second largest in Colorado, has three designated 
wilderness areas, and accounts for maybe one 
third of the public lands on which we have per-

mits to explore in the four corners region.
•13 program directors (of a sort); Mo Keilty, 
Ted Barkley, June Reineke, Farley Kautz, Scott 
“Grizzly” Kelley,Gray Berryman, Amie Podolsky, 
Andrew Notbohm, Megan Weidmann, Lindsay 
James, Jack Magill, Michael Gustafson, and 
Evan Suiter, (6 pictured above/right).

  Finally, I have one last number to share with 
you, a number that may be significant on its own 
but will probably mean more to those who were 

around near the beginning. It is a number that 

carries with it a sense of hope, pride, urgency, 
and reflection, but a number that is also very 
humbling.  This summer will be my 12th as the 
director of Colvig Silver Camps, a number that 
will equal that of my father.  Throughout these 

last 12 years I have often been focused on the 
future – leading our program through new re-

alities, challenges, and opportunities.  But mile-

stones such as these serve to remind me of our 
core vision, and my desire to continue to meet 
the standards and expectations of my parents, 
of those who have carried on the vision before 
me, and of those for whom the vision is carried 
– you, our CSC family.  So, with strong convic-

tion in the principles on which we were built, 
and with future opportunity at hand, I hope you 
will join me in salute to 40 summers of living 
and loving, laughing and learning at CSC, and 
then, again, to 40 more.   
    -Clay Colvig

...continued from Director’s Chair (pg.1)

We know you are out there itching to come to camp 
because we hear a request for adult camp or fam-

ily camp at every slideshow and campfire.  Well 
it’s time to put your mountain where your mouth 

is and make the journey to CSC. Alert the press!  
This is your chance to de-stress, regress, make a 
mess, worry less, reassess, your kids impress, your 
“yawp!” profess, your family bless, no IRS, no fan-

cy dress, fun to excess, mountain sun and air your 
face caress, your youthful joy to repossess.  Don’t 
obsess, desire suppress, and/or distress.  Just say 
yes!  Take recess!  Schedule finesse!  Find egress by 
express to this address in the wilderness!  We must 
confess that we digress.

We’re planning a full and fun weekend of CSC tra-

dition for anyone associated with camp that will let 
your whole family be campers together.  Not only 
will you possibly get to sleep in a tree house, play 
on the Monkey Bridge, slosh up the creek, ride a 
horse, tie-dye, hike up to Balls Falls or Top Notch, 
sing a favorite campfire song, make a new friend, 
meet someone you were in camp with 25 years ago, 
introduce your family to the reality behind your leg-

ends, and generally let it all hang out like you used 
to; you also get a commemorative tee-shirt! AND a 
chance to bid on an auction item like a piece of the 
original Hobart, or a picture of one Craig I. Colvig 
on an undersized bulldozer, or maybe one of those 
high quality stereophonic radios that Uncle Jim 
Colvig used to take out of the vans so you wouldn’t 

kill the battery out in the middle of nowhere.  Our 
reunions have evolved into a family camp for many 
so all ages are welcome for the weekend.  We had 
more than 100 participants at the last reunion from 

every era of camp and we’re expecting even more 
for our 40th.  All the information you will need to 
register and prepare for this once every 40 year 
event will be on our website beginning in January.  
So dust off your trunk and bring it on home to help 

us celebrate 40 Summers of Significance at CSC!

40 Years in the Red Creek Valley
...continued from 40th Reunion (pg.1)

Campfire Skits from Reunion 2005

Join us at the 40th Reunion 
and you may be able to raid 

the costume closet, try your 
hand at archery, or climb 

some amazing rocks at CSC!
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Thank You, 2009 Staff!!Stupendous Support Staff

A summer at CSC couldn’t run as smoothly if it wasn’t 
for our stupendous support staff.  From doing their 

regular assigned duties to taking on random tasks, they 
are always around to help in any capacity.  Supervis-

ing movie nights, doing dishes, making grocery store 
runs, and changing tires are all things a CSC support 
staff member can add to their resume.  At the lodge, 
the 11-year strong team of Nancy Hushek and Cin-

dy Murphy, along with their third musketeer/prep 
cook Parker Fritke, served up delicious and nutri-

tious meals made with love (it’s true, I saw the recipe).  
Holli Hipwell used her keen eye to capture all the fun 
as our camp photographer; providing a view of camp 
from the outside by uploading pictures onto the web, 
sometimes until the wee hours of the morning.  Fourth 

year CSC staff member Nora Schuchat helped bring 

the artistic creations of campers and staff to life as our 
Art Barn Coordinator.  Jessie Jenkins, Caroline 

Miller, and Audrey Reynolds managed our horse 

program for a successful summer of safe and fun rid-

ing, all while saying “yee-haw” every chance they got.  
Taking every camp to places higher than they have ever 
been before was our Rock Climbing Coordinator, Sean 

Moon.  Our 6th year Witch Doctor, Mary Donnelly, 
kept us healthy and happy all summer long.  Gianna 

Deutsch helped in the kitchen on occasion but most 
importantly kept our britches clean as our Laundry 
Lady.  Always fixing or building something, Nathan 

Meushaw helped out our site manager, Eagle, this 
summer.  And last but not least, our trips were kept fed 
and geared up by the dynamic Expedition duo known 
as “Swampy and Me”, a.k.a. Scotty Hipwell and Will 

Thompson.  Thank you support staff for all your hard 

work and dedication this summer.  We couldn’t have 
done it without you!

The Happenin’ Homestead

Amongst the pines on the edge of the Red Creek Valley 
resides an old west town know as The Homestead, a 
place where the sun comes up early, the bug juice nev-

er runs dry, and the fun never ends.  They kept busy 
this summer with activities ranging from crazy cook-

ing to paint wars to mud wrestling.  They also had two 

exciting Homestead Days: “Monster Day” and “Circus 
Day”.  Each Homestead term went on a 2-day cabin 
overnight just outside of camp and an adventurous 3-
day backpacking trip to places like Cave Basin, Potato 
Lake, Mule Canyon and Centennial Peak.  This spectac-

ular summer was brought to you by coordinator Anna 

Kordysh and her trusty team of counselors Preston 

Benson, Tori Feeney, Kurt Lammers, Billy Mc-

Call,  Rebecca Scheinberg, Rose Schuchat, Cal-
lie Stevens, and Stephen Wilson.

Positively Pathfinding
The summer of 2009 will go down in the history books 
as one of record breaking proportions.  This summer’s 
Pathfinders continued the tradition of the through 
hike, being dropped off miles away from camp and 
hiking back over the course of 26 days.  They climbed 
the infamous Jagged Peak and summited more peaks 
in Chicago Basin than any other Pathfinding group in 
CSC history.  They also had the opportunity to expe-

rience wilderness solos before returning to camp to a 
hero’s welcome.  These memories would not have been 
made if it weren’t for the supreme efforts of our Path-

finding Coordinators Tyler Dixon and Cara Stod-

dard.

Spunky Silver Saddle
Wandering down the hill and into the Valley, one is 
welcomed by the joyful sounds of the young ladies in 
Saddle. The summer of 2009 was one to remember for 
these lasses.  Their in camp fun included things like 
jewelry making, the “Saddle Spa”, hilarious camp-

fires, and horseback riding.  The staff put on two ex-

citing Saddle Days as well which were themed “Iron 
Chef Day” and “The Beijing Olympics”.  The first was 
a friendly competition of who could cook up the best 
dessert followed by making and decorating their very 
own chef apparel.  The second was a day of sampling 
the various foods, games, and cultures of many coun-

tries from around the world which made for a full 
and tasty day of fun.  Their out of camp adventures 
included a three-day cabin overnight, a 4-day trip, 
and a 5-day with their counterparts in Spruce.  On 
these excursions they traveled to places like the des-

erts of Arch Canyon, the stunning Ice Lakes, and the 
beautiful mountains near Bear Creek.  Those held re-

sponsible for this spectacular summer are coordina-

tor Stephanie Carter and her courageous counselor 
team Janelle Cochard, Taylor Driver, Patricia 

Lomas, Nancy McCabe, Kelly Ness, and Kate 

Schimel.

Oooooh, it’s Outpost
Clear at the end of the Red Creek Valley stands that 

remote outpost known as… Outpost.  Its inhabitants 
spent more than half their time at CSC on the trail, but 
while they were in camp they enjoyed such activities 
as a Sasquatch hunt, horseback riding, beach parties 
with Homestead, and photography.  When headed out 
of camp they started with a three-day cabin overnight, 
followed by two 4-day trips and a 5-day trip.  Their ex-

peditions took them from backpacking the Blue Moun-

tains out in Utah to rafting the clear waters of the San 
Miguel and the Colorado Rivers.  They also had a rock 
climbing trip to a nearby favorite climbing spot and 
some adventurous backpacking trips into Chicago Ba-

sin and the Los Pinos Loop.  This summer of adven-

ture was made pos-

sible by coordinator 
Matthew “Mani-

mal” Reitemeier 

and his spectacular 
staff of counselors 
Wyatt Hosmer, 

David Ketai, Jesse 

Kornblum, McK-

enzie Pearce, Phil 

Peters, and Toni 

Zyburt.   

Sprondonicle -Wielding Silver Spruce
Up in the trees, deep in the heart of the Red Creek Valley is where you will find the strapping young men of 
Spruce.  Their summer was one filled with crazy activities and exciting adventures.   They started off with such 
activities as “Cooking with Loud Italian Music”, mountain biking, building bottle rockets, and making a power 
ballad music video.  The two highly anticipated Spruce Days were unveiled as “Tall Tales Day” and “Sylvester 
Stallone Day”.  As you might expect, both were action packed with events such as the large cross-cut saw race 

and “Ant Wars” with water balloons.  Their time out of 
camp started with a 3-day cabin overnight, followed by 
a 4-day trip and then a 5-day trip with Saddle.  Their 
adventures took them to places like Fish and Owl Can-

yons, Stony Pass, and Crater Lake.  This summer of sig-

nificance was provided by coordinator Ben Taylor and 

his merry men Bill Dawson, Nathan Feldman, Da-

vid Lewis, Adam Lovell, Andy Masters, Robert 
McCreary, Tyler Patrick, Tyler Rogers, and Sean 

Spencer.

CALLING ALL POTENTIAL STAFF!
If you are interested in joining us for a Summer of 

Significance, please check out our website 
www.colvigsilvercamps.com for a list of

 available positions and application details.
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Scholarship Donators

Thanks to the following families who exhibit-

ed their generosity by donating unused funds 

in their camp FED accounts to the 
CSC Scholarship Fund. 

Your efforts gathered almost $1100.

Thomas and Elise Hurley, Scott Ciener and Anne 
Russell, Scott and Brenda Suiter, Mark and Jane 
Harris-Perry, Ben Morris and Deirdre O’Connell, 

David and Dena Linda, Timothy Williams and 
Jane Archer, Nick and Tara O’Riley, Caroline 

Pfohl, Mark & Jennifer Hartman, Chad and Sara 
Doverspike, Mark and Tammy Smith, Andy and 
Lisa Coy, Chris Dippold & Betty Lasich, Andrew 
and Jean Gresh, Michael & Amy Naes, Dudley 

Beck and Glen Renner, Darlene Belanger, David & 
Kendall McCumber, Jonathan and Alicia DeLacey, 

Gregg Bone and Audrey Burnam, Lee and Eliza-

beth Ward, Tom and Currie Barron, Charles Sabel 
and Miriam Horn, David Sigurslid and Brenda 

Huffman, Bruce and Joyce Crocker, Mark Fernan-

dez and Trudie O’Riley, Gayle and Don Spitzfaden, 
Thomas and Jennifer Windebank

Help send a camper 
to CSC!

It won’t cost you a 
nickel.

  Big things are happening at our 

scholarship foundation and we 
need your help.  But we’re not nec-

essarily asking for funding.  The 

Cheley Foundation, of which the Craig I. Colvig Fund, 
the Ater Endowed Campership, the Perkins Endowed 
Campership, and now the Sanborn/Miller Endowed 
Campership are a part, sent 50 campers to 5 camps 
last year with 10 at CSC.  This summer their goal is to 
send 70 campers and they have the funding.  But they 
still need eligible campers.  Imagine that.  And just 
keep imagining until you think of that one boy or girl, 
ages 11-15, with high moral character and leadership 
potential, whose life could be changed forever by a 
camp experience, but who doesn’t have the means to 
consider it.  
    Yes, we are talking about being a Foundation “Spon-

sor” which in no way means financial sponsorship.  It 
does mean considering what a summer at Colvig Sil-
ver Camps meant to you or your own children and 
finding just a bit of time to honor that experience 
by helping the Foundation locate deserving young 
people.  It is then just a matter of guiding the family 

through the application process, assisting the recipi-
ents with camp preparations, and helping the Foun-

dation follow-up after camp.  The application dead-

line is February 1st this year but sooner is better.  So 
if you even have half an idea for a deserving camper, 
please contact camp, visit www.cheleyfoundation.org 
and go to the “Camper” section, or email Susan “Sam” 
Frostman at sfrostman@centurytel.net to learn more 
about becoming a sponsor.  Help us find more great 
campers, and you will make the world a better place 
– one child at a time.
     Of course if you are of a mind to honor your camp 
experience with a monetary donation to the CIC fund 
that is always greatly appreciated.  Contact the foun-

dation or camp to find out how to make a donation 
and indicate that it should go to the CIC fund if you 
want it to be used specifically to send campers to CSC.  
We would like to thank, from the bottom of our val-
ley, those who have been so generous over the past 
few years in helping grow our fund, our horizons, and 
our community.  Alex Williamson, Barbara Kripps, 
Camp O-Ongo, Charles Bovard, Day is Done Founda-

tion, Denis Duman an Alix Shafer, Eric Nyquist, Eric 
Weidmann, Harold Miller, Ivana Lhota, Jim Roberts, 
John and Beth Zakrasek, L&M Charitable Founda-

tions, Lara Mulchay-Hardwick, Larry Kripps, Mary 
Linscome, Meredith Hunt, Michael Schultz, Rowan 
O’Riley, Stephanie Morrison, Tom and Sam Frost-
man, Tom Preston, Christopher Hill, and Mrs. Rich-

ard O’Riley. 

Jane Archer, cmpr 70s, and her husband Timothy sent their son Spencer to Homestead from River-
side, IL; Alan Ater, cmpr 71-80 stf 83, and his wife Jill sent their sons Matthew and David to Home-
stead and Spruce from Aurora, CO; Cydney (Berry) Padon, cmpr 81-85, and her husband Matthew 
sent their daughter Catherine to Homestead from Austin, TX; Chris Bovard, cmpr 74-80, stf 82, and 

his wife Allison sent their son Charlie to Spruce from Dallas, TX; Grant Burcham, cmpr 73-76 stf 
78-79, and his wife Wendy sent their daughter Emily  to Saddle and their son Matthew to Spruce from 
Kansas City, MO; Art Clack sent his son Logan to Spruce and son Quinn to Outpost from Mitchell, NE; 

Jim Clippard, stf 80, and his wife Marianne sent their son Alexander to Spruce and their daughter 
Mackenzie to Outpost from West University Place, TX; Andy Coy, cmpr 77, and wife Lisa (McCreary) 
Coy, cmpr 80-81, sent their daughter Bettie to Saddle and son Charlie to Homestead from La Jolla, CA; 

Cameron Colvig (birth- present) and wife Nicole sent their sons Cooper and Caden to Spruce and 
Homestead from Okinawa, Japan; Cassidy Colvig (birth-present) and wife Monica sent their son Jo-
nah to Spruce from Durango, CO; Clay Colvig (birth- present) and wife Tavia sent their son Conor to 
Homestead from Durango, CO; Emily (Dawson) Pannier, cmpr 79-81, and husband Bob sent their 
daughters Rowan and Ellia to Homestead from Houston, TX; James Dawson, cmpr 81-82, and wife 
Kristin sent their daughter Drew to Homestead from Houston, TX; Jane (Harris) Perry, 83 , sent her 
son Jeremy to Outpost from Diamondhead, MS; Beth Holland, cmpr 72-73, sent her daughter Anna 
to Pathfinding and her daughter Kate was a counselor in Saddle from Boulder, CO; Noell (Kuhman) 
Quine, stf 90-91, 93, and her husband James sent their son Ethan to Homestead for two terms from 

Phoenix, AZ; Matt Landon, cmpr 85, and wife Eed sent their son Kenny to Outpost from Fairfax, VA; 
Kathy (MacGillivray) Hilliker, cmpr 79-82, sent her son Carson to Homestead from Denver, CO; 
George Marshall cmpr 75-76, and his wife Claire sent their son, Garrett to Pathfinding from Sug-
arland, TX; Kyle McCutchen, cmpr 95, sent his daughter Sydney to Homestead for two terms from 

Denver, CO; Adam Miller, cmpr 74-78, sent his son Noah to Spruce and his daughter Rachel to Out-
post from Houston, TX; Barbi (Miller)Witz, cmpr 72-77 stf 80, and her husband Craig sent their 

daughter Sara to Outpost from Houston, TX; Dena (Miller) Linda, cmpr 77-83, and husband David 
sent their son Sam to Spruce and their daughter Freddi to Homestead from Houston, Tx; Nick O’Riley, 

cmpr 76-78, and wife Tara sent their son Finn to Homestead from Phoenix, AZ; James O’Riley, 
cmpr 74-78, 81, and his wife Tammy sent their daughter Kate to Saddle and their son Rowan to Home-

stead from Scottsdale, AZ; Trudie O’Riley, cmpr 74-79, and husband Mark Fernandez sent their 
son Jamie to Spruce from Tampa, FL; Jean (Pendleton) Gresh, cmpr 81-83, and husband Andrew 

sent their daughter Abbie to Homestead from Durango, CO; Stacy (Powell) Cooper, cmpr 81,83,85-
88, and her husband Ken sent their children Katie, Alex, and Jacob to Saddle, Spruce, and Outpost from 
Lucas, TX; Pippa (Schnee) Evans sent her son Aidan to Spruce from Dickinson, TX; Debbie (Stone) 
Bruell, cmpr 82, stf 87, and husband Marc sent their daughter Emily to Saddle from Carbondale, 

CO; Terri (Sweeney) Bissonette, cmpr 79-83, stf 91, sent her daughter Whisper to Outpost from 
Rapid City, SD; Lee Ward, cmpr 71-73, and his wife Isa sent their son Sebastian to Spruce from Albu-
querque, NM; Lindsay (Wilk) Steinberg, cmpr 78-80, 82, 84, and husband Jeffrey sent their son 

Brett to Homestead for two terms from Dallas, TX; Louisa (Wren) Padgett, cmpr 78-80, stf 85-86, 
sent her sons Ian and Chris to Spruce and Outpost from Denver, CO 

Thanks, Alumni, for sending 36 campers to CSC this summer! 

“Summer 

camps 
enrich 

children’s 
lives”

- ACA
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The Magic of CSC... 
For 38 years, CSC has been committed to providing the best summer camp experience possible for 
you and your child.  The magic of CSC lies in our limited program size, our incredible staff, and our 

dedication to the CSC ideals and goals that have put such large smiles on so many faces...

~ providing a personal approach to camping 
with a focus on indivdual growth...

~ offering a non-competitive educational 
experience that consistently combines 

responsibility, fun, learning, and adventure...
~ developing positive relationships with 

others, within ourselves, 
and with our environment...

~ offering expeditions that require a 

cooperative yet individual effort, 
fostering both self-reliance and group awareness...

~ and providing inspired and dedicated leadership that encourages positive life skills...                       

We always enjoy hearing from our friends and families across the country.  Please feel free to give 
us a call or drop us an email with any questions, comments, or concerns you may have.  Working 

together is the best way to make the CSC experience as unforgettable as it is valuable.

9665 Florida Road
Durango, CO 81301

970.247.2564
800.858.2850

970.247.2547 (fax)
www.colvigsilvercamps.com

office@colvigsilvercamps.com

All CSC out of camp trips take place on the public lands governed 
by the Bureau of Land Management and the USDA Forest Service.
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News, Notes, and Reminders

Contact Us!

Do you believe it to be true that the “early bird 
gets the worm”?  Well, it is!  This year you 

are the bird!  If you send in your completed 
enrollment form and tuition 

paid in full by January 1, 2010, 
you will receive a worm in the amount of a 

5% tuition discount!!  Yippee!!
*  *  *

Thanks for the sixth year in a row to 

Tamarak Day Camp, who sent 12 campers 
from Chicago to Colorado to join us for ten 
days of CSC fun at the end of second term.  

The Tamarak Trailblazers enjoyed a day filled 
with kayaks, canoes, and hotdogs at Lemon 
Lake, explored the ruins of Mesa Verde, and 
trekked through the backcountry of Purga-

tory Flats, in addition to the usual variety 
of in-camp activities.  Thanks especially to 

Trailblazer staff Eric Nyquist, Leslie Dempsey, 
Laurie Dubrow, Scott McCandless, and Ras 

Alfini. We can’t wait to see you at our
slideshow reunion!

*  *  *

Were you a part of Summer 2009?  
A proud parent?  A smiling staffer?  

A courageous camper?  Here at CSC, we’re 
trying to improve every aspect of our pro-

gram- if you have any ideas for things we 

should change (or things we should never 
change!), please let us know!  Evaluation 

forms are available on our website. 

*  *  *

Attention all aspiring Ansel Adams’ and 
Annie Liebowitzes!  We’re looking for a few 

great pictures of Summer 2009 for our spring 
slideshow.  Please send us your masterpieces, 

in print or digital format, 
as soon as you can!

  *  *  *

Colvig Silver Camps has created an official 
CSC fan page on facebook!! We would love for 

you to join us for updates on off-season and 

summer happenings. It is also a place to con-

nect with old and new camp friends. Search 
facebook for the Colvig Silver Camps Fan 

Page and become a CSC fan!

STAY IN TOUCH W/CSC!
Please remember to keep us updated by 

phone or email regarding any changes in 
contact information for you or your camper 

so we can keep you informed about 
Colvig Silver Camps.


