
From the Director’s Chair....
Connection?......  Or Connection?

Homestead “Epitaph”
Silver Saddle “Horn”

Silver Spruce “Compass”
Outpost “Express”

Pathfinding “Prints”

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF COLVIG SILVER CAMPS                                                   FALL 2012
Reporting from the beautiful Red Creek Valley...and beyond!

Can you believe that it’s already time to 

start making plans for next summer?  

Enrollment is open on our website.  

Sign up soon 

to reserve your spot for a 

Summer of Significance in 2013!

Summer 2013 Dates:
Homestead:

First term: June 10 - June 23
Second term: June 25 - July 8
Third term: July 12 - July 25

Fourth term: July 27 - August 9 

Silver Saddle, Silver Spruce, 
Outpost, and Pathfinding:

First term: June 10 - July 8
Second term: July 12 - August 9

Sibling Discount: 5% is applied to 
every younger sibling.

Early Bird Discount: 5% is applied if enrolled 
and paid in full by Jan 1, 2011.  

There is not a flower or bird in sight, only 
a small screen on which lines are mov-

ing, while the child sits almost motionless, 
pushing at the keyboard with one finger. 

 

As a learning environment, it may be 
mentally rich, but it is perceptually 

extremely lacking. No smells or tastes, no 
true wind or bird song...., no connection 

with soil, water, sunlight, warmth.

The actual learning environment is....
impoverished sensually, emotionally, 

and socially.
 ` John Davy `

The Magic of CSC...
For 43 years, CSC has been committed to providing the best summer camp experience pos-
sible for our campers.  The magic of CSC lies in our limited program size, our incredible staff, 
and our dedication to the CSC ideals and goals that have put such large smiles on so many faces...

hproviding a personal approach to camping with a focus on indivdual growth...
hoffering a non-competitive educational experience that consistently combines responsibility, fun, 

learning, and adventure...
hdeveloping positive relationships with others, within ourselves, and with our environment...
hoffering expeditions that require an individual and cooperative effort, fostering both self-reliance 

and group awareness...

hand providing inspired and dedicated leadership that encourages positive life skills.                

We always enjoy hearing from our friends and families across the country.  Please feel free to give 
us a call or drop us an email with any questions, comments, or concerns you may have.  Work-
ing together is the best way to make the CSC experience as unforgettable as it is valuable.
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     So what does it take to be successful in the world today?  
We see a lot of very extreme discussion in the media about 
education, parenting, and technology.  I would like to 
reexamine the discussion through the prism of camp.  Here 
are some interesting stats from various sources that you can 
take with whatever size grain of salt you prefer.
- 1971 the first email sent. 1994 the first social networking 
site built. Today over 1 billion social network users world-
wide.

- 70% of children 2-5 can use a mouse, 10% can tie their 
shoes.

- 75% of students prefer a tablet over a textbook.
- 82% of youth 12-17 have a phone.
- The average teenage girl sends 4200 texts/month
- The average teenage boy plays 16 hours of video games per 
week = 10,000 hours by age 22.  It takes an estimated 4800 
hours of work to get a bachelors degree.
- 38% of college students say they couldn’t go 10 minutes 
without operating some type of device.
- American children now spend 7.5 hours a day absorbing 
and creating 11 hours of media
     These “facts” could be seen to support either argument 
in the winner-take-all rhetorical battle between technology 
and the demise of the human race.  And you may think you 
know where I’m headed with this.  But this might surprise 
you.  I am a firm believer that this is not an either/or propo-
sition and that, as with most things, balance is the key.  The 
OR should be an AND because it will take both types of con-
nection to succeed.  The truth is our children’s engagement 
in the digital world is so new that researchers still don’t 
know the full effects.  That uncertainty is the reason it is 
prudent to tune in closer and strive for a balance that allows 
for the development of the “whole” person.
     The digital revolution has opened up amazing possibili-
ties.  A world of information and people to communicate 
with lies at our fingertips.  Sure, we learn more dubious 
skills such as how to type with our thumbs or take a “selfie”, 

add a swirl effect, and send it to everyone we know, and 
quite a few that we don’t.  But we also learn how to ma-
neuver through the virtual world, how to navigate floods of 
information, and how to communicate quickly. It took me 
less than an hour to look up and sort through the statistics 
I needed for this article instead of the 4 or more it would 
have taken me at a specific location 20 years ago. We learn 
technological processes that help us be more effective.  84% 
of colleges use twitter to send up-to-date announcements to 
students and those students that take advantage of twit-
ter achieve a higher GPA by average of .5 points.  Teachers 
report a wide range of positive outcomes of technology in 
the classroom.  Students pick up skills quickly, play a more 
active role in their classroom time, and show increases in 
motivation and self-esteem.
     BUT!  Here’s my big BUT!  It does seem like we are 
getting out of balance.  While a digital world may enhance 
our children’s cognitive growth, it does little to affect their 
moral, social and emotional development.  It’s not what our 
kids are plugging into, but what they are tuning out of that 
is the real overlooked danger in our children’s development.  
It seems that we have shifted the focus away from the devel-
opment of character. 
     Take a look at this list of life and character skills in rela-
tion to the technological skills listed above: The ability to 
think independently.  The confidence to take the risk of 
making an informed decision and the resilience to rebound 
from an adverse outcome.  The perseverance to keep trying 
instead of giving up as so many do now if they don’t show 

immediate aptitude.  Empathy.  Communication.  Emo-
tional intelligence.  Respect.  Sharing.  Friendship-making.  
Leadership.  Social skills.  Conflict resolution.  Listening.  
Compassion.  Self -regulation.  Tolerance….
     Children don’t learn these things well from a screen or 
from headphones and they are spending huge chunks of 
time plugged into a world that does not have feelings.   All 

continued on page 3...



Jamie’s Journal
 

      Well, we have settled into the “off-season” routine here 
and the sounds of fun and laughter that float out of the valley 
through my office window all summer have quieted down. 
We find other ways to keep busy at this time of year but we 
do get to hear the echo of the summer from time to time in 
the form of the occasional youth group that comes out to use 
our site in the fall. Sometimes we even get to act like coun-
selors again.

      This fall we had a blast with a class of 5th graders from 
a local Durango school that come and stay for 3 days. My 
favorite activity with this group is always the night hike we 
take them on. This year I led my small group through the 
art barn field and around the lake. We walked in silence and 
without our flashlights. I am always amazed at how much 
more I can see at camp when I walk in the silence and still-
ness of the dark; the soft hoot of an owl and the flutter of 
a bat’s wings as it swoops across the lake to find insects; 
the sound of the creek winding by and the footsteps of the 
group as we walk across the bridge. I try and recall hear-
ing these sounds during the day and though I have walked 
by the creek a thousand times in the daylight, I don’t think 
I ever stop and listen to it. And when I’m ducking bats in 
the art barn I never realize how quiet or graceful they are, 
instead I just wish they would go away. I love how the world 
I am so familiar with can become a different place at night 
and it is a whole new perspective. 
      This idea of seeing things from a new perspective has 
challenged me this fall to re-focus on what is really impor-
tant to me and finding that balance we all need. Sometimes, 
in the midst of a busy summer that is flying by rapidly, as 
caught up as I get in the fun and craziness of camp and want-
ing to hold on to the camp ‘magic’ as long as possible, I also 
start to feel like the rest of the world is passing me by and I 
am missing out on so much. My life in Durango seems to be 
put on hold every summer as I prepare for the 10 weeks of 
camp. My friends and family have their summer vacations, 
BBQs, lazy days on the river, ATV trips, weekends at a cabin 
and movie nights on the lawn and I sometimes wish I had 
a normal summer too. But then in those moments of per-
spective, I realize they will probably never have the chance 
to experience a summer as amazing and full of life as my 
summers. I mean, my job is to spend all year planning and 
dreaming up ways I can make this summer even better than 
the last. Who else gets to spend 9 months doing nothing but 
planning their summer vacation?

      What stood out most this summer was why I look for-
ward to my summers so much. We strive to make each sum-
mer the best ever. We try and plan for everything. We put 

effort into finding the best of the best for our summer staff 
and adding new ideas to staff training to make it as fun and 

effective as possible. We continue to refine our office prac-
tices such as discovering ways that our new camp manage-
ment software can enhance every aspect of our program, 
most importantly our interaction with our community. We 
find the right corners of camp to rebuild or repaint or recon-
figure to provide the ideal backdrop to our experience. And 
we meet new camp families and keep in touch with all our 
friends to find campers to share this summer with. We do 
our best to create the perfect summer, and in bringing that 
ideal image to life we find that each summer becomes it’s 
own unique CSC experience. Once you are here with us it’s 
the people you meet, the challenges you overcome, and the 
free choices that become legends that make a summer that 
can never be recreated again no matter how much you try. 
When you go home and try to tell everyone about your sum-
mer, you start to realize there’s really no easy way to explain 
everything to someone who wasn’t there. 

      Summers at camp remind me of snowflakes. Each one is 
unique, no two are alike, and as you hold one in your hand 
it begins to melt away. But we can hang on to the memo-
ries and look forward to the next knowing it will be just as 

special. When I begin to feel I am missing out on my nor-
mal summers with my friends, I remind myself that normal 
is no match for the intensity of a CSC experience that will 
never be seen again, but will never be forgotten. 

      The winter starts to make itself known in the Red Creek 

Valley as the sounds of summer fade and the memories 
blend. And you know what that means. It’s time to get ready 

for next summer and 

the important role 

each of us will play in 
creating a snowflake 
worth remembering. 

Online registration 

in now open and we 

hope to see your ap-
plication soon for the 
summer of 2013, one 
that has never been 

seen!

 Keep in Touch!
  ~Jamie~

Chatting With The Office Crew...
6T Minutes

“Baseball’s Cardinals Learn to Camp”
“Thru-Hikers Struggle with LNT Principle #7”

Greetings Folks!    
                        It has been a delightful off-season thus far, though that’s not to say I   

don’t miss you. I miss you all dearly, especially because I see you all 
in the thousands of summer pictures I am sifting through as we pre-
pare to build the 2013 Slideshow. Though sometimes daunting, with 
around 18,000 pictures this year, the process is a fun one!  My routine 
during this time of year consists of a variety of tasks, a little revamping 
of program areas, expedition processes, closing up camp, and such.  
Primarily, I am working on slideshow and calendar preparation and 
writing thank you letters to our fabulous staff! I am always listening 
to great tunes while I work, whether it’s from my personal collection, 
Spotify, Pandora, or 8tracks.  As I look through all these photos, with 
the music in the background, I always get a little nostalgic and think 

back to the amazing summer we just had. I can’t thank you, campers, parents and staff alike, enough for the summer of 2012 
which was one of my favorites! As I reminisce, I also look forward to 2013 and plan for the same great success that this previ-
ous summer had.

      For many reasons, I like the month of October! The smell of winter is in the air, the aspens are gorgeous, ski season is on 
the brink, and postseason baseball is in play.  I recently watched my favorite baseball team, the St. Louis Cardinals, lose in 
game 7 of the NLCS as the San Francisco Giants advanced to the World Series.  After watching them come back to win in the 
top of the 9th inning in game 5 of the NLDS vs. the Washington Nationals I was almost certain that the Cards were headed 
back to the World Series in the same improbable fashion as 2011. It was not to be, and consequently, baseball has been on 
my mind.

      Baseball is one of my favorite sports and is highly relatable to many aspects of life, especially camp.  At camp, we accept ev-
eryone for who they are, and we hope our campers learn more about themselves, build upon their unique qualities, and gain 
the self confidence that creates individuals.  Baseball does the same for athletes.  It gives athletes a chance to be the athlete 
they always wanted to be.  Yes, it does take a high level of skill. Everyone can’t hit a 90mph fastball, or make a game saving 
catch in the bottom of the 9th, but the type of person that may be able to do those things is a widely varied.  A single baseball 
game can demonstrate admirable feats of athleticism, endurance, risks, guts, wit and intellect which opens the game up to 
any players with one or all of those skills. At camp we hope campers discover, develop and use the skills and characteristics 
that make them unique and will help them in the world to impart respected qualities that are written in our mission.  I also 
love baseball because a baseball game is not over until it’s over. Some sports last a certain amount of time.  For example, in 
a football game if there are 30 seconds left and the opposing team is up by 4 touchdowns, one could confidently say that the 
game is over.  This is not the case in baseball; there are 9 innings and 27 outs until the game is over.  Even if a team is down 
by 15 in the bottom of the 9th inning with one out left, it is still very possible to come back and win that game.  Everyone is a 
player in this world, and some of the biggest things we hope campers take away from camp are the skills and knowledge that 
will help them be caring, thoughtful and responsible human beings and live every moment as if they had one out left!

      In September, I went on a vacation with my dad and brother to the Pacific Northwest.  We backpacked a section of the 
Pacific Crest Trail (PCT) from Stevens Pass to Snoqualmie Pass in the Alpine Lakes Wilderness. Like the Appalachian Trail, 
the PCT is thru-hiked by many and we were hiking this section around the same time many thru-hikers come through on 
their journey.  I had a few insights on our trip, especially in regard to Leave No Trace (LNT) practices. As you all know, at 
CSC, we practice LNT fairly strictly.  The principles and ethics taught in LNT are very important, and we always hope our 
staff and campers take those principles and skills with them into the civilized world.  While spending 10 days on the trail in 
the Pacific Northwest I noticed a disregard for LNT principles 
by other visitors. They were camping too close to water, camp-
ing on or very near the trail, building campfires where there are 
supposed to be none, washing dishes in or near water, disposing 
of waste improperly, and the list goes on. The blatant disregard 
was adding up and I started to wonder why. Especially in a wil-
derness area! A few theories ran through my head.  
      First, I considered the number of visitors to the Alpine Lakes Wilderness. It is bordered by two interstate highways on the 
North and the South and is but a 90 minute drive from Seattle. The heavy use may mean there are more people that are just 
not as familiar with LNT practices.  I also started to think about the thru-hiker population.  I have always admired the term 
‘thru-hiker’.  To thru-hike any trail of great length is an inspiring feat.  People thru-hike for many different reasons and their 
effort does not necessarily guarantee expert or even good backcountry skills.  Something occurred to me after my brother had 
a conversation with a few thru-hikers who had decided to build a fire not only in a no fire zone, but right next to a “NO FIRES 
SIGN”!  In my opinion, thru-hikers should be exceptional stewards of the land as it is their home for months on end.  I am 
certain there are a plethora of thru-hikers that follow LNT principles to the T, and I probably did not run into or notice any 
of them because of it, which I greatly appreciate!  But my thoughts were consumed by the select few who were not following 
LNT, and thus dampening my experience. Whenever you are in the wilderness it is not uncommon to come across an area 
where LNT was loosely followed if followed at all.  We do what we can to clean up these areas, but know that not even we can 
follow LNT 100% by the book 100% of the time. We all error on occasion, but we do our very best to remedy mistakes and 
make sure we leave the land pristine for future visitors.

      Most who visit the wilderness are just that, visitors. So I imagined myself as a ‘visitor’ starting a thru-hike. Later on in the 
trek, would I still consider myself a visitor? Or would I start to feel entitled to the land?  And thus, whether intentionally or 
unintentionally, start to disregard the principles that other visitors and wildlife rely on so much for a pristine experience be-
cause I felt I’d either paid my dues, or for some reason thought it was my right.  Say I was hiking 15-20+ miles everyday and 
at the end of one day maybe I convinced myself that it wouldn’t matter if I set up camp right next to the trail because I was 
tired. Maybe I’d decide to make a new fire pit and build a fire, or rinse my rice bowl in a pristine alpine lake.  I pondered those 
potential situations, and I thought to myself…that could very well happen to anyone who has been on the trail for so long. 

      Thus, I come to my point. It is so important not only to be aware of the principles and to follow them, but also be aware 
of ourselves and re-examine how we are following the principles. We must pride ourselves in being excellent stewards of the 
land, and responsible human beings.  Its human nature to feel ownership over places and things we’ve had in our possession 
for long periods of time, whether it is our property or not, and it is very important to be aware of this idea.  When someone 
begins to feel ownership, and treat something in a way they feel is alright, they can become blind to outside considerations.  
LNT principle #7, ‘Be Considerate of Others’ broadly encompasses the entirety of all the LNT principles. Whether or not 
those ‘others’ are other human visitors, the wildlife that calls a place its home, or the world as a whole, or every time you 
waiver in LNT, you not only impact the environment, but you impact someone or something else.  This not only applies to the 
wilderness, but to life as well through the things you do and the people you meet.  So whether you are hiking in the woods, 
having a cup of coffee at the downtown café, or at a social gathering, always remain aware of yourself, your impact, and what 
it could mean for future generations of life on this planet.

      That wraps up this edition 6T Minutes. Why ‘6T Minutes’? We all have radio call #’s at camp beginning with the number 
6.  Since my name is Tyler I chose ‘T’ for the second digit, hence “6T Minutes”.  I hope you are all having a wondrous school 
year and fall season. We can’t wait to get things started as we prep for the summer of 2013.  I am currently in the process of 
choosing the winners of the summer photo contest, the best 13 photos that will make up the 2013 Calendar.  I am happy to 
see more camper photos this year as well. Hopefully one of your great photos will appear in the 2013 Calendar!  Best wishes 
to all.  As always, here is something to ponder before I leave you to it…If it’s zero degrees outside today and it’s supposed to 
be twice as cold tomorrow, how cold is it going to be?

Think about it,  ~Tyler~
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LNT Principle #7,
Be Considerate of Others
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        Greetings fellow CSC supporters and fans of the RCV!  For 
those of you old enough to remember the “Blunder Bus”, 
“Hobart”, or the real life tales of the “Crane Man”, we prob-
ably were campers together many summers ago.  My name 
is Alan Ater, aka, “Little Al”, and I was a camper and staffer 
at CSC for 10 years in the 1970s and 1980s.  That’s me in the 
picture, front row right in the blue shirt.  For those of you 
who aren’t so old, my two sons, Matthew and David, have 
been campers at CSC for 6 of the last 7 years.

     I want to bring you up to date on some really exciting 
happenings going on at the John Austin Cheley Founda-
tion and the powerful and growing relationship it has with 

Colvig Silver Camps.  If you aren’t familiar with the JACF, 
it is a charitable 501 (c)(3) foundation established in 1989 
that sends children to summer camp whose family resourc-
es are not adequate to cover the costs.  One of the five great 
associate camps of the Foundation is, of course, Colvig Sil-
ver Camps. 

     This past September, the JACF held its annual fall board 
meeting in Durango at the Strater Hotel.  We had the plea-
sure of having Clay join us for all of the meetings and at 

the end, lead us on a full tour of camp and host us at his 
house for an amazing dinner.  Thanks to Tavia and Cassidy 
as well.   The picture was taken at the lodge deck.  Another 
highlight of the weekend was when Chris “Bogie” Bovard 
was elected to join me as one of the current crop of Trustees 
of the Foundation.  Together, Chris and I are continuing the 
hard work done in the past by the likes of fellow CSC “lifers” 
Owen Perkins and Sam Frostman (former JACF Trustee, 
current JACF committee member, and of course, former 
CSC Director extraordinaire).

     The Foundation currently has four fully endowed and per-
petual camperships earmarked specifically to send children 
to CSC each summer – One in the name of the late found-
er of CSC, Craig I. Colvig, one honoring my late parents, 
Reverdie and Jean Ater, one honoring the late Rob Perkins, 
a camper and counselor at CSC, and the last in the name 
of Mary Colvig Miller, the other CSC founder.  With those 
endowments and the fact that I along with Chris, Owen and 
Sam have chosen to devote significant time and effort work-
ing with the JACF over the past years, you can be assured 
that the work we are doing is for a great cause.  You can 
also count on the fact that having CSC “family” so involved 
in the Foundation guarantees that the vision of what a CSC 

experience provides to young people is always at the fore-
front of our thinking.  If you are a former camper, parent, or 
grandparent of a camper, I feel confident that you share our 
belief that what we are doing is important in helping young 

people prosper and thrive in this challenging world.

      Besides encouraging you to support the JACF financially 
by donating to the CIC Fund, I especially want to extend a 
genuine welcome to anyone who wants to get involved in 
the work of the Foundation.  As an almost entirely volun-
teer group, it is vitally important that we have passionate 
and talented people involved from all five of the JACF asso-
ciate camps to help the Foundation grow and prosper.  The 
work we do is so valuable and we can’t do it alone. We need 
folks who can get more involved by serving on committees 
and the Board of the Foundation, lending us a hand with 
the professional talents they have (fundraising, IT, legal, 
financial, organizational expertise, etc).
We need help finding eligible campers!

     We also need Foundation “Recruiters” to help us find the 
most deserving campers to send to camp.  Consider what a 
summer at Colvig Silver Camps meant to you or your own 

children and imagine being able to provide that for other 
deserving campers with a little of your time. Applicants 
should be between the ages of 11 and 15 with high moral 
character and leadership promise whose potential could be 
more realized with the help of a CSC experience, but who 
don’t have the means to consider it.  We sent 89 campers to 
camps last summer (17 excellent campers to CSC alone) and 
this year we are aiming for over 100!  If you think you might 
want to help or have questions about what it means to get 

involved, please visit the JACF website, www.cheleyfoun-
dation.org and get in touch with Chris (cbovard@filgo.net) 
or me directly (saater@yahoo.com).  Fondly, Alan Ater
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The John Austin Cheley
 Foundation Gathers in RCV

Two Terrific Years:  
Abigail Ackers, Kelsey Allen, Tristan Babbit-Sampson, Grif-

fin Banks, Gage Bennett, Joshua Bennett, JJ Bernhardt, 

Nina Bernhardt, Luke Blanchard, Renee Bruell, Jacob Cook, 

Nick D’Agrosa, Jake Danemann, Pierre De Soultrait, Em-

ily Erlichson, Matthew Erlichson, Andre Glascock, Spencer 

Glascock, Dawn Goodfriend, Sydney Hardy, Spencer Hauck, 

Abby Hendry, Mirren Hendry, Sydney Kershaw, Alejandro 

Leon, Kylie Lundeen, Josh Martelon, Spencer Mooney, Su-

sannah Murray, Jocie O’Riley, Jonah Pesikoff, Boden Philip-

pon, Jaden Priebe, Pablo Quezada, Monica Quinton, Kieran 

Reilly, Quinn Smith, Zoe Staggs, Stephen Standridge, Hallet 

Thalheimer, Natalie Vitols, Lulu Whitmore, Anna Wright, 

and Giulia Zamboli

Three Thrilling Years:  
Jonathan Backus, Sam Bovard, Aleya Burg, Lucy Campbell, 

Alessandra Cooper, Roland Danemann, Ian De Faria, Sydney 

Delacey, Ava Dunn, Aiden Egan, Cate Hurley, Jack Huston, 

Sam Huston, Carson Introligator, Logan Kershaw, Benton 

Lehman, Oliver Lehman, Elizabeth Loschert, Coby Lowen-

stein, Carter McLoughlin, Bella Morris, Maggie Padon, Ellia 

Pannier, Rowan Pannier, Jade Robbins, Ben Robinson, Kobe 

Robinson, Serena Savage, Max Sinberg, Steve Torres, Sam 

Wagner, Dietz Whoehle, Sofia Zamboli, and Ian Zigel 

Four Fabulous Years: 
Eli Booher,  Cameron DeLacey, Isaac Korce, Freddi Linda, 

Maddie Mangnall, Andy Mangnall, Livy Mangnall, Max 

McCumber, Joseph Murray, Bella Patterson, Chris Savage, 

and Harrison Quick 

Five Fantastic Years: 
Reid Belanger, Dylan Blair, Natalie Cohn, Caden Colvig, 

McKenna Crabb, Sam Dippold, Megan Doherty, Warren 

Hartman, Evan Hening, Teo Iliohan, Lauren Indovino, 

Peter Indovino, Cole Introligator, Bram Lowenstein, Kate 

O’Riley, Rowan O’Riley,  and Chris Padgett 

Six Significant Years: 
Rachel Bennetts, Sean Curtis, Thomas Curtis, Logan Fogle, 

Quinn Fogle, Robbie Gardner, Zoe Kuhn, Sydney McKin-

ney, Catherine Padon, Francesca Sabel, and Sebastian 

Ward 

Seven Special Years:  
Charlie Bovard, Bucky Engel, Austin Hearne, Jake Iliohan, 

Noah Miller, Jonah Morrison, and Ben Young 

Eight Exciting Years: 
Eli Beck, Spencer Beck, Cooper Colvig, Katie Cooper, Dana 

Hutchins, Sam Linda, Betsy Ward, and Hank White 

Nine Notable Years: 
Jack Martens 

Congratulations to all of our Return Campers in 2012!

communication comes from behind a mask.  Just imagine 
that – a life speaking only to people wearing masks.  Sig-
nificant portions of the communication would be missing 
and those behind the mask would have an unhealthy lack of 
accountability.  Children are seduced by the over-stimulat-
ing environment and the constant tiny release of dopamine 
that comes with each message, buzz, beep, and click.   That 
is not an environment conducive to building character. Our 
current focus in youth development appears to be on the 
ability to access information and spit it back out, often in 
some measurable mechanical fashion.  It is critical that we 
also provide them environments in which they can focus 
more on developing the character skills that will inform and 
guide what they do with that information.  

     Where is that going to happen?  The technical skills can 
be picked up anywhere but the character building comes 
from specific places.  We expect it from our schools but it 
is hard for them to find the time amidst academic require-
ments.  The current common education model of measuring 
success requires a narrow focus on the information and 
“replaying” it when the time comes.  It should happen more 
at home but here we also find it difficult with so many de-
mands on our time and our own struggle unplugging.  The 

average American boy spends just 1 hour of quality interac-
tive time a week with his father.  Sports have traditionally 

provided opportunities to build character through group 
interaction and individual challenge but they are often get-
ting so hypercompetitive and time consuming that those 
opportunities are lost in favor of the win.  Other extracur-
ricular options can and do provide opportunities for charac-
ter development but they too are scratching and clawing for 
time with the number of activities that kids have scheduled.  
Where else can it happen?
     Now, I have caught myself in full tech mode – answer-
ing an email after my phone buzzed while I was researching 
something on the tablet to help me write something on the 

computer.  When I’m in this mode I start to feel tethered 
and frantic, like it all has to happen right now and I realize 
that I have been flitting from screen to screen all day.  So I 
try to take short and long breaks outside or with people to 

minimize screen time and ground myself.  Have you ever 
been on a trip with a weak internet and/or phone signal 
and gone through the short term withdrawal and long term 

peace that came with it?  A camper told me once that it was 
a relief to be away from her phone.

     How do we get back in balance?  GET OUT!  TALK TO 

PEOPLE!  PLAY!  FEEL!  SMELL THE EARTH!  STARE 
AT THE STARS!  CONNECT!  And where can kids get that 
kind of experience?  You know what’s coming…….CAMP!  
OUTSIDE IN CARING AND CHALLENGING ENVIRON-
MENTS.  Let me throw some more C’s at you.  COLVIG 
SILVER CAMPS CREATES CONNECTION AND CON-
SRUCTS CHARACTER!  That’s what we do.  We do it very 
intentionally, and we do it through a whole lot of FUN.
     Here is how.  We begin by providing a very safety con-
scious environment.  We then add just enough structure to 
provide direction but enough “unstructure” to allow camper 
to be significantly involved in that direction.  Finally we 
add the challenge and stress.  Life has setbacks.  At camp, 
with guidance, campers learn how to deal with them rather 
than be sheltered from them as is too often the case these 
days.  In the last 10 years the distance kids go to play has 
gone from 1 mile to 500 ft.  In that time frame they have 
also lost two hours of play time a day.  That is the time that 

they build character.  They explore, create games or whole 
worlds, negotiate, understand and moderate their impulses, 
strengthen their sense of wonder, and define personal 
responsibilities.  That is camp.   
     That is what happens when a camper puts on a pack 
and takes on the challenges of a 5-day 40-mile mountain 
backpack trip.  That is what happens when a camper takes 
on the physical challenge of climbing a rock safely on a 
rope and feels the rock and the fear and the trust and the 
accomplishment of getting to their “top” wherever that is.  
That is what happens when a camper arrives at camp and, 
rather than having the rules laid out, negotiates the cabin 
guidelines with a group of six cabin mates and a counselor.  
That is what happens when a camper sits on the hill at Ves-
pers and takes the chance of sharing the deepest of feelings 
with a group of 40 people that are considered family after 4 
weeks of meeting challenges, playing, exploring, laughing, 
and learning together.  

     We can’t forget the AND.  To be successful, happy, 
productive and effective we need the mentally rich develop-
ment that technology provides.  AND we need the sensually, 
emotionally, and socially rich development that comes from 
connection within and with everything around us.  That’s 
what we teach at camp.  Just take a look at the Magic of CSC 
inset that goes in every newsletter.  

     Many thanks to Bob Ditter, camp expert and youth 
advocate extraordinaire, for providing inspiration, focus, 
articulation, and a few directly pilfered points and statistics 
to a half-formed idea.  We wish you all a very happy holiday 
season from the bottom of our valley.   - Clay

Connection.....                  AND                      Connection!

...continued from Director’s Chair (pg.1)



Hello CSC Alumni!
Here is your opportunity to scout out your old 

camp friends and bring back those camp memo-
ries from so long ago.  Thanks to everyone who 

took the time to call, write, email, or visit us 
and tell us what and whom you recall from your 

favorite summers.  It is heartwarming to read 
these messages and see what an impact CSC has 
made on so many lives.  Inevitably, someone’s 
information will be incorrect or outdated, or 
maybe we forgot to include you in this issue.  
But there is a simple solution for that:  CALL 

US!  EMAIL US!  STOP BY!  WRITE US A LET-
TER!   VISIT THE ALUMNI SECTION OF OUR 

WEBSITE!  Believe it or not, we do get a little 
lonely in the valley during the winter and each 

time we hear from our camp friends 
our days are brightened! 
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Keeping up on 
the lives of former 

staff and campers of 
Colvig Silver CampsAlumination

The Forties and
 Fifties BC -(Before Colvig)

Glenn Rogers  (cmpr 47-49, stf 57-59) got 

last year’s newsletter by a strange coincidence but 
was happy to reconnect with camp. He now has 2 
grandsons he is hoping will want to spend some 

summers at CSC.  He also sent us an old camp song 
he remembered:

When it’s springtime in the Rockies

I’ll be coming back to you

Silver Spruce in the mountains

With your streams and lakes so blue.

Once again we’ll share our summer

With our buddies all so true.

At camp up in the Rockies

O Silver Spruce its you.

The Seventies
Matthew Crane (cmpr 77-78) has been a 

professional firefighter in Phoenix since 1993 and 
enjoys teaching high school and college classes on 
Fire Science. His favorite Colvig memories include 
Craig Colvig just being his “fun self”.   

Karen (Polite) Sullivan (cmpr 77-80) sent her 

daughter Mandy to camp this summer so she could 
make her own camp memories like her mom. Karen 
remembers her trip where they got to hike along 

the train tracks. Thanks for being a part of summer 
2012.

Barbara Hudson (stf 73-79, 82), who was our 

camp nurse for many summers, spent about 5 
months in Africa this year on a big adventure to 
Kilimanjaro. We can’t wait to hear more about the 
trip. 

Laura Lee Albright (stf 76) is now a personal 

trainer and nutrition coach in Utah. Her fondest 
memories of CSC are the 1976 Bicentennial Parade, 
Craig’s costume for phantom and watching movies 
in the art barn with the flying friends who lived up 
there.   

The Eighties
Missy (Hackmeier) Patten (cmpr 79,80, 84) 

recalls rocking out to Madonna with her cabinmates.  
She is currently working at a Montessori Preschool 
and is hoping to send her campers to CSC this 

summer. We look forward to meeting Zoe and Ben. 

Tyler Hoffman (cmpr 80-83) loved his time at 

CSC and is looking forward to sending his kids soon. 

They currently live in California so a summer in the 
mountains might be a great adventure for them.   

Katherine (Schoettler) Thornburgh (cmpr 
80-87 stf 93) is living in the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains of California with her husband Richard 
and their 2 future CSC campers.  One of her best 
memories of being on staff was helping Rob Linne 

out by moving his bed to the island on Main Lake. 
Thanks for sharing this picture with us from a 
special day in 93. 

Heather Anne (Keller) Lee (cmpr 83) is 

currently living in Superior, CO and recently checked 
in to say hi and keep in touch. Stop by if you are ever 
in our neck of the woods Heather.  

Craig Warwick (cmpr 84-85) is living in 

Connecticut and remembering the good times at 
camp and the great outdoors when he played in the 
Colorado River, climbed some 14ers and biked 93 
miles in the Canyonlands.  

Eric Goldman (cmpr 85) is in Los Angeles 
now but he remembers his summer at CSC, the 
backpacking trip to Turkey Creek and some rock 
diving he did here.  

Amy Wasserman (cmpr 85-89) stopped by this 

summer with some friends to re-connect with her 
past. She says there are no words to describe how 
much she loved her 5 summers here and how much 
CSC made her who she is today.  It was great to see 
you Amy!

Elyssa (Wagman) Horvath (cmpr 85,86) 
is living in Houston with her husband Mike, an 
architect, and their kids Tyler and Savannah. 
Elyssa has been working in marketing for a 

commercial general contractor for the past 14 
years. She uses her acting skills from filming camp 
movie “The Crane Man” at CSC (with counselor 
Joe) to help coach construction guys to prepare for 
client presentations. She still has “The Crane Man” 
on VHS! 

The Nineties
Michael Rosenberg, who sent his daughters Sarah 
and Elaine (Rosenburg) (cmprs 89,90) is 

currently living in Hesperus, CO just outside of 
Durango. He called to let us know how his girls 
were doing and to see if we still had trips to Wilson 

Peak. 

Libby (Sourk) Rivers (cmpr 90-91) is currently 
in Kansas where she served as Board President of 
Wildwood Outdoor Education Center. Her favorite 
memories from camp are climbing the 14,000 foot 
peaks and getting to leave her name written in the 

tubes at the top.  We still get to do that with campers 
today and it is always fun!

Elizabeth Quinn (stf 92,93) felt her time at 

camp was so special she wanted to help make sure 
others would have the benefits of camp as well by 
her donation to the Craig I. Colvig Fund through the 
Colorado Gives Day program and the John Austin 
Cheley Foundation. Thanks for your support of 

camp.

Patty Valentine (stf 90,94,95) our camp nurse 
for a few summers worked, in Africa for 4 years with 
the Peace Corps and Doctors Without Borders. With 
2 grandsons now she was looking to be a camp nurse 
again this summer and stay closer to home.  Keep in 
touch Patty!
 

Kurt “KJ” Feil (cmpr 97) spent 5 years in the 
Navy where he was deployed to Japan and Qatar. 
Currently he is attending the University of Arizona. 
Thanks for you service.

Julia Resnick (cmpr 97-01 stf 05,08) can’t wait 
to meet up with Clay at the slideshow in Chicago this 
year since we haven’t been to Chicago in a few years. 
She also says her neighborhood in Chicago is home 
to 2 other former CSC campers.  We will make sure 
to get you the slideshow date this year Julia!

Anne (Jackson) (stf 92-94) and Terry Leija 
(stf 91-94) met each other at camp and are looking 
forward to being able to send their kids one day 

soon. Terry remembers some fun, and slightly 
painful, adventures at main lake. They stopped by 
to show their kids around a few summers ago and 

we can’t wait to see some Leija campers at CSC. 

The Naughts
Claire Jones (cmpr 01-06,08 stf 11) and 
Audrey Hagman (cmpr 02) were in town 

visiting Holli Hipwell (cmpr 01-07 stf 09-12) 

and they all decided to stop by for a horseback ride 
around camp. It’s great to see the long lasting camp 
friendships.  Thanks for stopping by. 

Courtney Childe (stf 02,03) got to visit with Clay 

at the Telluride slideshow last year and is currently 
working as a 4th grade teacher at the same school 
as one of our Homestead counselors from this past 
summer, Erin Thompson (stf 12). It’s a CSC 
small world.

The Teens
Alex Trowbridge (stf 11) was almost back for 
another summer at CSC but instead decided to 
focus on getting an internship and is working with a 
device called a Faro Ion Laser Tracker and collecting 
data for a fusion research lab. Sounds exciting, good 
luck Alex!

David Dulberger “DD” (stf 11) was nominated 

for the Most Interesting Future Teacher of the World 
award and is now currently teaching in Maryland. 
Congrats on the job Double D and maybe we’ll see 
you back at camp this summer!



My Summer in the Apothecary 
By Nina Warner (cmpr 98-2000)

      As a child growing up in the technology generation, computers, cds, and movies had always been facts of my life.  
They also consumed much of my life.  I felt for my parents, having been so completely deprived as children without 
all of the wonders of modern technology.  I could not imagine what their young lives would have been like.  What did 
they do to entertain themselves?  Yes, I was convinced that life in the olden days must have pretty dull.  I could not even 
conceive the notion of being able to live happily without technology.
      Then it happened.  My parents decided to send me to a sleep-away camp.  This meant no phones, no cds, no televi-
sion, and no computers.  I was sure that this must have been a cruel joke by my parents, but, two days later, there I was, 
seven years old, spending my summer at Colvig Silver Camps in the mountains near Durango, Colorado.
One of my first experiences at Colvig convinced me that nature and I did not go well together.  All of the campers had to 
take a swimming test, and something tickled my foot as I swam in the brown and boggy lake.  I put my feet down and 
sank a little, as my toes squished into the muddy bottom.  I saw something swimming in the water, getting closer and 
closer to me with each second, until finally I saw it.  A school of rainbow fish flowed by, just one of the many “pets” you 
get used to while at camp.  I, for one, did not want to stick around long enough to get used to them.
      We lived in cabins arranged as a ghost town, on either side of a dusty dirt road winding through the pine forest.  
The town consisted of five ramshackle cabins, each given the name of an old Western town storefront.  I lived in the 
Apothecary.  Each cabin had a metal roof, so every time it would just drizzle outside, it would sound as though we were 
huddling between two cymbals crashing together.  The worst part of camp also had to do with water – the bathrooms.  
There were lots of campers, but only a limited supply of water, so we had a lot of rules about how to use and conserve 
the water.  The showers were a long, dark walk from our cabins.  We would all walk there, shivering in our towels and 
then pull straws to determine who had to shower first.
       I soon discovered, however, that not everything at camp was actually all that 
bad.  The open holes in the roof near the edges of the cabins allowed us to wake up 
to the smell of fresh mountain air and evergreen trees.  We would also go to bed with 
the smell of the campfire still in our noses, bringing the sweet and sticky taste of the 
marshmallows back to us.
      There were certain chores that were required of each camper, and these were not 
age discriminate.  Naturally, cleaning the bathrooms had to be one of them, along 
with setting up and putting away breakfast, and cleaning the dishes.  No matter how 
many times or how many hours we worked on cleaning that bathroom, it retained 
it’s (shall we say) pungent smell that you just had to get used to.  The best chore 
was to take care of the camp’s animals.  Besides the typical corral full of horses, we 
also had sheep, chickens, a rooster, and three little pigs, named Bacon, Ham, and 
Sausage.  The animals were all very feisty – especially the rooster.  We had to feed 
the chickens and try to slip their eggs out from underneath while trying not to get 
pecked.  We also had to feed and shampoo the sheep.  They hated being washed, so 
a visitor might see a very sudsy sheep bolting around the pen, chased by a frantic, 
sopping wet seven-year old with a hose.  My favorite animals by far were those three 
pigs.  As soon as I walked up to the pen they would start nibbling on my shoelaces 
and shoes.  We got to climb into the pen a few times and just roll around and play 
with them.
      After a long day of hiking, cleaning, and pig-wrestling in the mud, there was 
nothing better than collapsing onto the bottom bunk of my metal bed.  I would stare up at the silver springs of my 
friend’s bunk above me, listening to the bed squeak.  With every yelp of the bed springs, I would reflect on the past day 
and think about what to expect in the days coming up.  I mulled over how simple life was in our ghost town, how the 
biggest worry I had was catching a fleeing sheep or being pushed into a freezing cold lake.  Then the mail would arrive 
and bring me back into the everyday world.  All of the movies I was missing and the games on my computer would flash 
back into my head, and all I could think was “thank God I don’t have to deal with any of those distractions so I can be 
completely immersed in what really matters.”  From then on, I decided that I did not want to miss my own life while 
staring at a television screen.
      My summer experience at Colvig changed me into an outdoors person, and started me out in exploring the world.  
Before my time at camp, I was perfectly happy staying in my bubble at home, swaddled with videos, the internet, and 
computer games.  Since that first summer at Colvig I have been back twice, and also been a counselor at an outdoors 
camp in Prescott, Arizona.  I have traveled to the Galapagos, England, and Alaska.  I have swum in the Arctic Circle, 
hiked and zip-lined through rain forests in Costa Rica, and clambered over the Andes at Machu Pichu in Peru.  One of 
my great desires in college is to study abroad for at least one semester.  Summer camp at Colvig made me realize my 
passion for the outdoors and adventures.  Nothing makes me happier than getting far away from the media, technology, 
and “civilization,” and I owe this discovery to my time at a primitive camp in Colorado.

“The cure for boredom is curiosity, there is no cure for curiosity” ~Dorothy Parker
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Nina (bottom) with counselor 
Amanda Frazer and Acacia Crouch
in the Apothecary 4th term 1999.

Special Thanks to Nina’s family for sharing this article with us. Nina Warner passed away at age 20 but her memories and 
sense of adventure live on through those who’s lives she has touched. We are grateful for her time at Colvig Silver Camps 

and honor her memory by keeping the adventure and sense of curiosity thriving at camp.
Her family has created a website http://www.ninaslist.org for friends to remember Nina and share in her adventures. 

There’s a Party Going on Right Here...

A whirlwind of events took place around Colorado this 
fall bringing large groups of CSC friends together to 
celebrate and honor the campers and staff below.  We 
congratulate them all for these special days and for 
who they are and we are proud to have shared these 
milestones in their lives with them.  We send them all 
best wishes from the CSC community.

Seth Molina (cmpr 08-11) celebrated his Bar Mitzvah in Vail, 
Colorado on Saturday, September 1st, a party that just happened 
to have the exact number of CSC alumni in attendence for the 

best camp song ever!

Ryan Montgomery (cmpr 85-89,91,92 stf 96-98) married his 
bride, Krista, on September 11th in Oceanside, California.  Clay 
Colvig, his Spruce counselor and Pathfinding leader and Cassidy 

Colvig, his camp cohort all the way through, joined him for a 
celebration of their marriage  in Durango on September 29th.....

....after which we headed up the Animas Valley for the second 
event of the day, the wedding of  Amie Podolsky (cmpr 87-90,92 
stf 95,96,00-03) and Kirby Bryant.  There we joined another large 
crew of CSC revelers, pictured left, gathered to celebrate the joy-
ous occassion.  The previous evening’s wedding rehearsal (above) 
was held at the CSC Lodge where we all had a great time reliving 

our favorite camp memories with Amie.

As we went to press the final event of the season was taking place  
in Golden, Colorado where Jacy Colvig was marrying Nathan 

Rabold.  More information to come in the next newsletter.

September 15 brought the wedding of Lindsey Weidman (cmpr 
89-97, stf 00-02) and Jeremy Facknitz in Colorado Springs, an 

affair attended by quite a large group of alumni from every era of 
camp pictured above.  Above that, of course, would be the very 

enjoyable western themed rehearsal dinner.

Megan (Weidman) Sustar (cmpr 85-93, stf 96,00-05) and 
her husband Joey were excited to announce the birth of their 
third daughter, Margaret Rose Sustar, on July 27, 2012. 
We can’t wait to see Margaret and her sisters,Sienna and 
Lizzie, exploring camp and making memories of their own 

as Homesteaders at CSC. 

Homestead 2020!!



Outstanding Outpost
Nestled down at 
the bottom of the 
valley is where our 
Outposters slept 
as they returned to 
and departed from 
their bunkhouse on 
their 4 trips each 
term.  In-between 
those trips they 
p a r t i c i p a t e d 
in as much 
p r o g r a m m i n g 
as they could.  
Needless to say, 
we didn’t see them 
that often as they 

were off conquering new heights.  Outpost had many 
success stories! Outpost once again donated precious 
time to servicing our beloved Colorado 14ers, this year 
working on the trail to Uncompahgre Peak. They also 
rafted the Gunnison River, explored Grand Gulch, 
climbed Jura Knob, and successfully summitted North 
Twilight Peak in one day, a massive accomplishment! 
They became sportsmen and women as they shot 
clay pigeons in Outpost field, and learned the skills 
involved with land navigation.  Responsible for this 
success was a gregarious group of individuals led by 
Coordinator Ben Ziemann, and Head Counselors 
Mandy Brewerton, Gavin Beetlestone, Drew 
Walters, Claire Sheridan, Katie Shaw, and Tony 
Beyer. Thanks a bunch Outpost Staff 2012!

Perfect Pathfinding

A spectacularly smooth season of Pathfinding this 
year.  Our intrepid adventurers were on their own and 
they lived up to that responsibility. Both terms had 
epic adventures, starting at Stoner Mesa and Los Pinos 
respectively and making their way back to camp over 
26 days and nearly 130 miles. They were welcomed 
home by a loving camp eager for their arrival.  They 
conquered Vestal Peak via the epic Wham ridge, and 
summitted the ever famous Jagged Peak which cannot 
be seen from pavement.  The only word to describe 
Pathfinding this season epic! A success due to the 
unwavering diligence of Coordinators Tyler Florence 
and Jamie Poe, accompanied by our professional 
mountain guides Josh Kling and Alec Johnson who 
aided in the ascents of Vestal and Jagged Peaks.

Stupendous Silver Spruce
Spruce was a huge success this year as our middle aged 
boys made lifelong friendships and focused on the 
value of respect.  Our staff in Spruce did an excellent 
job teaching the values one hopes to see in a young 
man.  If you had been hiding in a tree in Spruce this 
summer, who would have see this magic in action as 
they participated in activities such as ‘Chivalry is not 
Dead’, and became civil knights, learning the ways of 
King Arthur and Batman.  They went to majestic places 
like the Twilight Peaks, Arch Canyon, and explored the 
always intriguing Fish and Owl Canyons with Saddle 
on the 5 Day.  All created by the chivalristic crew led 
by Coordinator Sean Spencer, Head Counselors  
Scott Hipwell, Erik Ruben, Michael Gedmin, 
Michael Bork, Dan Denslow, Tony Beyer and 
ACs Andrew Belsito, Asher Benter, and Peter 
Benassi. Thanks a bunch Spruce Staff 2012!

Happy Homestead
The only camp that probably doesn’t need an alarm 
clock, with the soothing warmth of the sun radiating 
over Homestead bright and early as the residents of 
the Assay Office, Bank, Sheriffs Office, Apothecary, 
General Store, Epitaph and Parsonage wake and start 
their day! This summer in Homestead was filled with 
joy and laughter as they learned about the traditions 
of Scotland and Mexico, and celebrated Circus Day 
and Star Wars Day!  They journeyed to lands such as 
Mule Canyon in Utah, Engineer Mountain, and floated 
the mighty Dolores River as they dining Cajun style 
on fried crawdads! All of this fun made possible by 
the creative crew led by Coordinator Holli Hipwell, 
Head Counselors David Loveless, Erin Thompson, 
Stetson Davis, Maureen Malloy, Alex Belliveau, 
April Hearne and ACs Annaliese Schroeder, 
Garrett Marshall and Jen Cepko. Thanks a bunch 
Homestead Staff 2012!

Spectacular Silver Saddle
You would have never known that the majority of our 
staff in Saddle this year was new, as they immersed 
themselves in camp culture and performed as veterans.  
This summer in Saddle you would not have found a 
flake of snow from the care and warmth that the staff 
passed on to their young women.  They participated 
in a Mardi Gras parade, a spa day, and learned how 
much they appreciate their joints, spending a whole 
activity not using them!  They traveled to Tomahawk 
Basin, Arch Canyon, and peaked all 3 14ers on their 5 
day with Spruce.  Undoubtedly a successful summer 
in Saddle brought to you by Coordinator Korey 
Bednarz, Head Counselors Lacee Rasar, Lauralee 
Buchanan, Jennifer Kelley, Carrie Nicholson, 
and ACs Molly Platt, Kasey O’Connor, and Sonya 
Gosain. Thanks a bunch Saddle Staff 2012!

Thank You, 2012 Staff!!
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Supercalifragilistic Support Staff
There are a few individuals who work at CSC, that may not directly be responsible for our campers, but are just as responsible for their experience.  They live here 
or there throughout the valley, and jump in at every opportunity to help out whenever and wherever possible. Frankly, the summer would not happen without them as 
they lead their particular program area and play the role of safety net to help make sure nothing falls through the cracks.  Our Support Staff team was of Hall of Fame 
quality this summer as they performed their duties in addition to extra responsibilities with care and consistency.  We first go to the kitchen where food is prepared and 
served thanks to Chef Nancy Hushek, her expert help from Patty Nadzieja and Hilary Cushing-Murray and your faithful prep cooks Tricia Murphy and Ashley 
Hening. Next, we thank our wonderful wranglers, Erinn Arbeznik and Claire Jensen, who made the horse program safe and fun! We then move to the dudes who 
made sure you ate hearty meals on the trail. Thank you Sam Landercasper and Taz Steyskal for all the wonderful delights! Climbing was executed beautifully this 
summer by Climbing Coordinator Lucas Perlstein.  The Art Barn was a completely new and exciting place this summer with the expertise of Art Barn Coordinator 
Mack Saathoff. Kenny Sundlof , our photographer, somehow managed to get every camper to smile in nearly every picture this season.  Well done! What would we 
do without the loving care of our beloved Witch Doctor, Mary Donnelly? Let’s not forget our Laundry Lady, MaryAlinda Abernathy, who washed all our stinky 
clothes post-trip. And of course, we couldn’t have done without Steve Neiman, who kept the place looking great!  Thank you so much Support Staff for everything you 
did in 2012, it did not go unnoticed.

CALLING ALL POTENTIAL STAFF!

If you are interested in joining us for a 
Summer of Significance, please check out 
our website www.colvigsilvercamps.com

 for a list of available positions 

and application details.



     We can’t believe it either but it’s true.  The Missionary Ridge Fire and our very 
altered summer occurred in 2002. Guess what....WE ARE STILL HERE!  There 
are many reasons for that fact, some that we probably don’t even know about.  But 
most of them boil down to this:  The Colvig Silver Camps community as a whole 
refused to let that event change the CSC 
experience in any significant ways beyond 
that summer.  From the financial help we 
received from many, to the hours of work 
others put into the first volunteer week in 
2003, to the continued belief in what we 
accomplish here every summer, every part 
of our community kept us going and we 
couldn’t be prouder to be the focus of that 
community.
     For those that don’t know the story, that 
summer a 70,000 acre forest fire made us 
evacuate camp on the second night of first 
term.  Over a 5 day period we evaluated 
the situation while we moved from our first 
camp-out site to a middle school, finally 
determining that the fire was too close to 
camp and going strong to continue camp at 
that time.  First term campers went home but we moved to a smaller school and 
kept our staff on to move every last moveable thing out of camp and to volunteer 
in different capacities around town.  The week after there was no improvement so 

we bid adieu to them and waited another 3 weeks until the fire was out.  That time 
frame did give us just enough time to get a 4th term Homestead term together so 
we called some staff, moved everything back to camp and had an amazing, albeit 
small, summer.  For the full story you can go to our website, click on the newslet-

ters link, and read about the “2002 Summer 
of Fire at the bottom of the page.  We lived 
the 2002 motto that summer: AIO.  Adapt. 
Improvise.  Overcome
     This summer we considered doing some-
thing to commemorate that 10 years but we 
quickly realized that the most appropriate 
way to do that was to have a great summer 
without any distraction from anything out-
side that experience.  However, it was some-
thing that a few people at camp were thinking 
about, namely those that were here as staff 
or campers that summer.  So we loaded up 
a van and took that group down to “Refugee 
Camp” number one, the Eldorado Ranch a 
few miles down the road, on the same day of 
camp that we had evacuated 10 years earlier.  
We looked around, took a few pictures where 

we had camped, took a few more where we had done our final campfire and headed 
back to camp to refocus on this summer.  Below you will find a few memories of 
their 2002 summer.
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First Tecnically 3rd Generation Camper, along with 47 Alumni Campers This Summer!
As Glen Ackers, cmpr 86-90 was dropping off his daughter Abby for her second summer of Homestead, we found out from his stepmom, Terri (Fuentes) Ackers, cmpr 50s who was there with 
them, that she had been a camper at the old Silver Saddle camp. After dropping Abby off they went up the road to see if she recognized any of the old camp in the housing development that is at 
the site now. 

Bari (Anhaldt) Erlichson, cmpr 78-83, and husband Andrew sent their daughter Emily to Saddle and their son Matthew to Homestead from Princeton, NJ; Cydney (Berry) Padon, cmpr 81-85, and 
her husband Matthew sent their daughter Catherine to Saddle and their daughter Maggie to Homestead from Austin, TX;  Chris Bovard, cmpr 74-80, stf 82, and his wife Allison sent their sons 
Charley and Sam to Spruce and Outpost from Dallas, TX; Megan (Bray) Foss, cmpr 83-88, and her husband Langdon sent their daughter Aili to Homestead from Colorado Springs, CO; Scott and 
Shari (Gifford) Caton, cmpr ‘80-’83, stf ‘90-’91,’95, sent their son Charlie  to Homestead from San Marcos, TX; Art Clack and his wife sent their son Logan to Spruce and their son Quinn to Path-
finding from Mitchell, NE;  Andy Coy, cmpr 77, and his wife Lisa (McCreary) Coy, cmpr 80-81, sent their daughter Natalie to Saddle from La Jolla, CA; Cameron Colvig (birth- present) and his 
wife Nicole sent their sons Cooper and Caden to Outpost and Spruce from Lincolnshire, IL;  Cassidy Colvig (birth-present) and his wife Monica sent their son Jonah to Outpost and daughter Cruz 
to Homestead from Durango, CO; Mark Danemann, cmpr 75-77, and Joanne Myrup sent their sons Roland and Seth to Homestead and Jake to Spruce from Taos, NM; Tracy (Epstein) Pesikoff, 
cmpr 78-83, and her husband Joshua Pesikoff, cmpr 77, sent their son Jonah to Spruce from Houston, TX; Jennifer Frehling, cmpr 79-82, sent her daughter Sofia to Saddle and daughter Giulia 
to Homestead from Miami Beach, FL; Eric Guthrie, cmpr 78,79, and his wife Kacey sent their son Grant to Spruce from Pearland, TX; Jon Kahn, cmpr 79-82, and his wife Kristen sent their son 
Alden to Homestead from Denver, CO; Shari Leach, 94,95,97, and her husband sent their son Robbie to Outpost from Boulder, CO; Adam Miller, cmpr 74-78, sent his son Noah to Spruce from 
Houston, TX; Dena (Miller) Linda, cmpr 77-83, and her husband David sent their son Sam to Outpost and their daughter Freddi to Saddle from Houston, TX; James O’Riley, cmpr 74-78,81, and 
his wife Tammy sent their campers Kate, Rowan and Jocie to Outpost, Spruce and Homestead from Scottsdale, AZ; Amy Podolsky, cmpr 87-90,92 stf 95,96,00-03, and Kirby Bryant  sent Peyton 
from Durango, CO; Karen (Polite) Sullivan, cmpr 77-80, and her husband Dion sent their daughter Mandy to Homestead from Mill Valley, CA; Stacy (Powell) Cooper, cmpr 81,83,85-88, and Ken 
Cooper sent their children Katie and Alex to Outpost and Pathfinding from Lucas, TX; Karey Rawitscher cmpr 78,79,81,82, and her husband Josef Lazar sent their son Josef to Homestead from 
Budweis in the Czech Republic; Alexis Rocco, cmpr 83, 85, and his wife Carla sent their son Brendan to Outpost from Laurel, MD; Shelly (Smith) Hendry, cmpr 84-85, and her husband  Brian 
sent their daughters Mirren and Abby to Homestead from Houston, TX; Laurie (Stone) Guevara, cmpr 78, stf 83-85, and her husband Anibal sent their son Camilo to Spruce from Carbondale, CO; 
Debbie (Stone) Bruell, cmpr 82, stf  87, and her husband Marc sent their daughter Renee to Homestead from Carbondale, CO; Lee Ward, cmpr 71-73, and his wife Isa sent their son Sebastian to 
Pathfinding from Albuquerque, NM; Susan (Wein) Bernhardt, cmpr 77, and her husband Alex sent their son Jacob to Spruce and daughter Nina to Saddle from Chicago, IL; Allison Wren, cmpr 82, 
and her husband Darin Banks sent their sons Griffin and Daniel to Homestead from Berkeley, CA;  Louisa (Wren) Padgett, cmpr 78-80 stf 85-86, sent her son Chris to Pathfinding from Denver.

10 Years Since the Missionary Ridge Fire!

The news was final.  We were going home - fleeing the 
flames and smoke settling over Durango. Imagine the 
lock-ins from high school, but with some of the clos-

est friends you could ever have. Guitars were played on 
trunks, juggling counselors entertained small masses and, 
most importantly, we all danced ‘til it was impossible to 

continue, eventually retiring to the courtyard to snuggle in 
our sleeping bags as we watched some nameless baseball 
movie playing at the distant drive-in movie lot. Day and 
night cooped up in the middle school, our second refugee 

camp, we sang and many cried. Eventually uniting the 
sorrowful and soulful, we played the only game I’ve ever 

understood to be universally appreciated: Capture the Flag. 
In the face of adversity, I’ve learned there’s always fun to 
be had with the friends you make at Colvig Silver Camps. 

–Sean Spencer

It was my first year of Saddle, and I was beyond excited 
to be spending a month at Colvig.  I remember sitting in 
the hallway of Escalante Middle School having our final 
Saddle vespers, singing our Saddle theme song “One Tin 
Soldier” with all of my new friends, laughing and sharing 

our memories of the evacuation, the lake we took our swim 
test in, the milk crates we had to use as out houses . . . we 
were having so much fun together! Then one by one our 
parents started showing up to take us home and the tears 

would not stop. I didn’t want to leave everyone! As we said 
our goodbyes, I had no idea that the girl sitting next to me 
as we sang our Saddle song would again be by my side ten 
years later as one of my best friends and fellow Coordina-
tors at CSC. I have so many memories from the fire year, 

and looking back, those were some of my favorite six days 
I’ve ever had at Colvig Silver Camps. –Holli Hipwell

What I remember about the summer of 2002 is that we were a family.  The Adminis-
tration and Staff came together and made sure that everyone was safe.  The days that 
we camped at El Dorado and the time spent at the Escalante Middle School had such 

an impact on all of the campers and staff.  We were so lucky that the camp did not 
perish with the fire that surrounded the valley.  That summer Cindy Murphy I were 

lucky enough to cook in 5 different kitchens. –Nancy Hushek

One significant memory from the fire year was the swim test.  I remember going 
to Eldorado Ranch and taking our swim test at their lake which was FREEZING! 
I will never forget how cold I thought it was and how thankful that I passed my 

test and was out of the water.  Surprisingly, the rest of our time at that site I spent 
swimming and kayaking around the lake so I guess the water wasn’t that 

cold after all. –Scott Hipwell

Cassidy Colvig, Nancy Hushek, Clay Colvig, Conor Colvig, 
Tavia Colvig, Holli Hipwell, Trisha Murphy, Korey Bednarz, 

Sean Spencer and Scott Hipwell

     It was a challenge.  The first 5 days were so intense.  Every hour there was another big decision to be made on very little sleep with not enough time.  And 
it didn’t get much better until the end of August.  But as with most intensely adverse situations the best of us came out and there were some amazingly positive 
moments.  In the midst of that situation you would think there would be a little freaking out going on with staff and campers.  However, our staff was so good 
that year and so on top of everything that they let us figure it out and focused on making it just another camp adventure.  Campers were swimming in the dif-
ferent lake, making human thank you notes on the ridge for the tankers flying overhead, and having dances.  We discovered that, as much as we love our site, 
camp is about the people.  They didn’t want to leave and many describe it as the best 6 days of camp ever.  But we couldn’t provide our experience living in a 
school gym and that is my memory of the single hardest moment of that whole summer – when I had to announce to that amazingly resilient group of campers 
that camp was over and they had to go home the next day.  I could barely vocalize that thought and it still tightens my throat today.  –Clay Colvig



Word Scramble:

#1 - Unscramble the letters below to make them into places you might have visited while at camp at CSC, they might 
be towns, peaks, passes, or terrain types.  
#2 - Then using the letters that end up in the circles from #1, unscramble them to find out they answer to the blanks 
below! 

#1
NRODAUG __  (__)  __  (__)  __  __  __ 

EEEINNRG __  __  __  __  __  __  __  (__)

ATHU __  __  __  (__)

TLNEIVROS __  __  __  __  __  (__)  __  __  __

ENENEKBC  APSS (__)  __  __  __  __  (__)  __  (__)      __  __  __  __

OANNYSC __  __  __  (__)  __  __  __

#2
“I had so much fun this summer at CSC and visiting all these great places 

that I could not wait to ‘__  __  __  __  __     __  __  __  __!’ 
just like it says on the back of the Colvig Silver Camps sign! (hint…)

Word Search:

Find the peaks in the word search that you may have climbed or seen during a summer at CSC!
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9665 Florida Road
Durango, CO 81301

970.247.2564
800.858.2850

970.247.2547 (fax)
www.colvigsilvercamps.com

office@colvigsilvercamps.com

All CSC out of camp trips take place on the public lands 
governed by the Bureau of Land Management and the 

USDA Forest Service.
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News, Notes, and Reminders

Contact Us!

Ready to ENROLL for Summer 2013?
Enrollment is now open online. From our web-

site www.colvigsilvercamps.com click on the 
CampInTouch link on the top left hand corner. 

Use your email address and password to log 

in, then fill out your enrollment application for 
2013! Feel free to contact us with any questions 
and we hope to see your enrollment soon so we 

can save you a bunk for another 
summer of signifigance. 

*  *  *

Do you believe the “early bird gets the worm”?  
Well, it does!  This year you are the bird!  If you 
enroll online and send in a check for full tuition 

by January 1, 2013, you will receive a 
worm in the amount of a 

5% tuition discount!!  Yippee!!

*  *  *

Were you a part of Summer 2012?  A proud 
parent?  A smiling staffer?  A courageous 

camper?  Here at CSC, we continuously try to 
improve every aspect of our program.  If you 

have any ideas for things we should change (or 
things we should never change!), please let us 
know!  Evaluation forms are available on our 

website. 

Colvig Silver Camps has created an official 
CSC fan page on Facebook!! We would love 
for you to join us for updates on off-season 

and summer happenings. It is also a place to 
connect with old and new camp friends. Search 
Facebook for the Colvig Silver Camps Fan Page 

and become a CSC fan!

*  *  *

Winter Slideshow Tour headed your way!  
We can’t wait to see all of you soon.  If we’re 
in your area, please join us for a gathering of 
camp people, old and new, at a CSC family’s 
home.  We’ll take a visual journey through 

last year and talk about the memories for past 

campers and possibilities for new campers. If 
you were at camp in 2011, you’ll even be on the 
big screen a time or two! Invitations will go out 

soon and the schedule will be posted online.

*  *  *

Colorado Gives Day!  On December 4th, any-
one, anywhere can donate to the Craig I. Colvig 

Fund in the John Austin Cheley Foundation 
to help send deserving kids to CSC through a 

website called givingfirst.org.  On that day only, 
this Colorado based site will cover credit card 
fees and increase your donation.  Indicate CIC 

in the special instructions box.  

STAY IN TOUCH W/CSC!
Please remember to keep us updated 

by phone or email regarding any 

changes in contact information for 

you or your camper so we can keep 
you informed about 
Colvig Silver Camps.

CSC DISPATCH                                                                             FALL 2012

Engineer
Windom
Redcloud
Snowden
Vermillion
Niagara
Centennial
Diorite
Handies
Eolus

 Jagged
Arrow
Twilight
Sunlight
 Jones
Crown
Vestal
Pigeon
Sunshine


